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Triumphant Wayne Jones celebrates Pic: PDC 


Wanderer win 
as Shepherd 
loses his way 

THE Wanderer Wayne Jones came from a set 
down to end the challenge of Kirk Shepherd in 
the all-Midland battle at the 2011 
Ladbrokes.com World Darts Championship. 

Jones, the new world number 13, put together a 
run of six straight legs in the middle of the contest 
this week to forge ahead before closing out the game 
3-1 to book a last 32 place. 

Birmingham’s Shepherd, who reached the 2008 
final as a rank outsider, was in fine form early on but 
lost his way as Wednesfield darter Jones scored con¬ 
sistently. 

“I felt I should have won the first set but my fin¬ 
ishing was terrible and it was my own fault,” said 
Jones. “It was an indifferent game but some of my 
scoring was lovely. 

Champion 

“All I wanted to do was win and get through and 
I’ve done that so I can relax for a week over Christ¬ 
mas now. I’ve had a great year so far but it would cap 
it off to have a good run in this tournament now.” 

Elsewhere, three-time world champion John Part 
was sent crashing out in the shock of the night at the 
Alexandra Palace. 

Part, who had been laid low by an ear infection in 
the build-up to the first round contest, paid the price 
for missed doubles as Dane Per Laursen followed up 
his preliminary round win against Boris Krcmar 
with a second victory on the evening. 

Laursen will now face reigning champion Phil 
Taylor when the tournament resumes after its 
Christmas break on Monday, following a clinical 
straight sets win over the Canadian, who had hit 
seven 180s in defeat. 

“I think it’s the biggest win I’ve had,” said 
Laursen. “He had a lot of darts at doubles and I pun¬ 
ished him. Phil’s the best in the world and I will 
enjoy playing him.” 

• For the rest of the sport turn to pages 35/36 


It’s a gift! Lottery boost will aid vital community work 

CHRISTMAS 
BONUS FOR 
CITY GROUPS 


by Tim Spiers 

wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS came early for three 
Wolverhampton groups as they scooped a 
share of £29,000 to fund vital work in the 
community. 

Beacon Centre for the Blind, Wolverhampton 
Canoe Club and Wolverhampton United Foot¬ 
ball Club were the beneficiaries, winning 
£8,999, £9,997 and £10,000 respectively. 

The welcome Christmas bonuses came from Big 
Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme, which 
hands out grants to community organisations and 
charities. 

Groups applied for the money earlier this year, which 
could range from £300 to £10,000 and had to be for a specific 
project or activity. 

Beacon Centre for the Blind, based on Wolverhampton 
Road East near Parkfields, said the funding would go a long 
way. The £8,999 will go towards their Reaching out Project, 
which aims to discover those visually-impaired people in the 
Black Country who don’t currently experience the benefits 
of the centre. 

“It’s absolutely brilliant new for us,” Claire Thomas, 
fundraising and marketing manager for Beacon, said. 
“We’ve now got the funding to go out into the community and 
tell people what we do. 

Message 

“We estimate that we’ve yet to reach 50 per cent of visu¬ 
ally-impaired people in the Black Country, although we cur¬ 
rently work with around 3,000 people.” 

Staff and volunteers from the centre will now give talks to 
church and community groups and sheltered housing asso¬ 
ciations, among others, to get the message across. 

Wolverhampton Canoe Club was awarded £9,997, money 
which is set to boost a fitness campaign for youngsters in 
Pendeford. Based on Oxleymoor Road, Oxley, the club 
formed in 1956 but is looking to attract youngsters to add to 
their 69-strong membership. 

They meet four times a week and vice-president Eric 
Weaver, aged 58 and from Goldthorn Park, said: “We work 
on a shoestring and this money is a big chunk of our budget. 

“It means we can finally get some up-to-date equipment to 
cater for youngsters and we hope to set up fitness and slim¬ 
ming programmes. We want to help those who are slightly 
obese get fit, meet new friends and open up the neighbour¬ 
hood around Pendeford. 

“It’s greatly received to say the least — three years ago we 
were desperately struggling for fund and money is tight 
now.” 

Meanwhile Wolverhampton United Football Club, which 



Beacon Centre for the Blind Chief Executive Ian Ferguson cele¬ 
brates with Community Support Workers (from left) Suki Vark, Keith 
Joyce and Lucinder Kaur after the award of a £10,000 lottery grant 


is based on Prestwood Road West, Wednesfield, will use their money to 
replace badly damaged 20-year-old equipment in their main building. 

Club secretary and chairman Geoffrey Lee said: “Conditions are ter¬ 
rible in there and some things are ripped to shreds. We’ll refurbish the 
whole room with new tables, chairs, carpets and upholstery. We rely on 
funds like this to keep us going.” 

John Taylor, head of Big Lottery Fund in the West Midlands, congrat¬ 
ulated the groups - three of 84 in the West Midlands to benefit - and 
urged others to apply in 2011. 

“We’re delighted to be able to fund so many brilliant projects at this 
time of year,” he said. “I would encourage people across the West Mid¬ 
lands to seize the moment and apply to the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards 
for All programme for funding that can make their ideas a reality in 
2011. 


Jobs vow from 
new owners of 
Mander Centre 

THE MANDER CENTRE is under new own¬ 
ership this week after being bought by a 
London-based investment firm. 

Delancey, which specialises in real estate invest¬ 
ment opportunities, purchased the Wolverhampton 
centre alongside 11 other retail and leisure assets 
across the UK contained in Propinvest’s Blade 
project. It is not expected that Mander Centre shop¬ 
pers will notice much of a difference as the change in 
hands is merely part of the overall acquisition. 

Existing lender Royal Bank of Scotland has part¬ 
nered Delancey in the deal, which is undisclosed but 
was rumoured to be costing £700million earlier this 
year. 

Delighted 

Tim Haden-Scott of Delancey said: “We are 
delighted to have acquired the Mander Centre and 
are committed to working to ensure it remains home 
to one of the West Midland’s most successful covered 
shopping centres, as well as one of Wolverhampton’s 
most prestigious office complexes. 

A spokesperson for the group confirmed that no 
jobs in the centre are under threat. 

The Mander Centre comprises around 100 retail 
units and 550 car parking spaces. Flagship stores 
include TJ Hughes, Boots, Tesco, New Look and Bhs. 

I’ll stay at the 
party helm - 
former leader 

THE FORMER leader of Wolverhampton City 
Council has pledged to stay on in charge of the city’s 
Tory party. Councillor Neville Patten was relieved of 
power last week in a motion of no confidence. 

The Labour party has seized back control of the 
council following 32 months in opposition. 

The constitution of Wolverhampton’s Conserva¬ 
tive party requires the group to vote for its leader in 
May and is expected to be held after the local elec¬ 
tions. That means Councillor Patten will lead the 
Tories in their next election battle. 

The 69-year-old, who won re-election to his Bush- 
bury ward in May, is credited with having kept the 
Tories and Lib Dems as allies as well as having 
helped deliver a council tax freeze. 

Deal 

The former newsagent, pub landlord and bus 
driver said: “We’re in opposition now and we will act 
as an opposition party. We will point out where the 
controlling group is going wrong and they will go 
wrong very often.” 

Liberal Democrat leader Mike Heap has said he is 
willing to continue in alliance with the Tories. 

If their power-sharing deal holds up then between 
them the parties must win two more seats from 
Labour to get back in control. 

Councillor Patten had led the council in charge of 
a coalition between his Tories and the Liberal 
Democrats, who have five members. 

But two by-election defeats for the Tories gave 
them an equal number to the Labour group. 

• Labour is back in after coalition loses vote — 
page 3 
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Bad weather a no through road for L-test 


Thousands of driving tests have 
been cancelled because of bad 
weather in the West Midlands. 

Driving instructors have criticised 
examiners for cancelling tests even 
when weather conditions started to 
improve. 

Between November 23 and Decem¬ 
ber 11 there were 1,142 cancelled 
tests in the Black Country and 
Staffordshire because of poor 
weather, creating a backlog. A 


further 1,596 tests were postponed in 
Birmingham. 

Figures show 293 tests were can¬ 
celled in Wolverhampton, 233 in 
Lichfield, 206 in Cannock, 167 in 
Wednesbury, 140 in Stafford and 103 
in Lower Gornal. 

Driving instructor Steve Davies, 
who runs Wolverhampton’s LJ 
Small driving school, said: “The 
weather wasn’t as bad as we were 
seeing elsewhere in the country but 


in Wolverhampton there were still 
eight days worth of cancellations. 

“It is hard to convince a family that 
they need to pay for more lessons 
because their son or daughter’s test 
was cancelled and they can’t get 
another slot for a long time, and they 
need at least one lesson a week so 
they have the best chance of passing. 

“We had one test on December 1 
which was cancelled — and the next 
available date was February 14.” 


Driving Standards Agency 
spokesman Stephen Small said: “The 
DSA doesn’t conduct practical 
driving tests in adverse weather, for 
example when the roads are icy. 

“This is for the safety of both the 
person taking the test and the exam¬ 
iner. Candidates due to take their 
practical test should follow the 
advice on their appointment letter 
and call their test centre if there is 
snow or ice in the area on the day.” 


Inquiry as cafe No.4 
causes stir in village 
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A FOURTH cafe has opened in a Wolverhampton village already 
awash with tea and coffee outlets — prompting an investigation by 
planning chiefs. 

Gluttons for Nourishment has taken over a former florist shop in Tetten- 
hall and is believed to push the suburb’s tea shop quota over the 30 per cent 
limit after owner Sarah Hipkiss opened without the appropriate planning 
permission. Now the City Council is investigating a complaint and Mrs 
Hipkiss says she is “mortified”. 

When Sadlier’s coffee lounge 
relocated to a former wine mer¬ 
chants in Upper Green, the 
owners were told the new shop 
brought the cafe quota up to 29 per 
cent. 

As well as Sadlier’s, which was 
relaunched by Slade star Dave 
Hill in September, the village is 
also served by Cafe Relish and 
Cafe Zest, both also in Upper 
Green. 

Gluttons For Nourishment, for¬ 
merly Wendy’s Flower Boutique, 
opened to the public last Tuesday 
after an extensive refit. 

Mrs Hipkiss, aged 46, who for¬ 
merly ran a catering business spe¬ 
cialising in cakes and 
confectionery from her Bridgnorth 
home, said she has applied for ret¬ 
rospective planning consent to 
allow the business to continue. 

Regularly 

“I was mortified when I realised 
I had to have special permission. 
I’ve now sorted out the paperwork 
with the authorities and it is now 
all going through.” 

But city council spokesman Tim 
Clark said: “Change of use consent 
would be required to convert a 
retail business to a cafe, and the 
owner does not have that. 

“Our planning enforcement 
team has received a complaint and 
is investigating.” 

A Brewood resident, who regu¬ 
larly visits Tettenhall cafes, but 
did not wish to be named, said: “It 
does not seem fair that Gluttons 
will be able to stay open while the 
application goes through, which 
could take anything from six 
weeks to two months. 

“If the decision goes against the 
cafe the owner has the right to 
appeal, which could give another 
six months. 

“It could take almost a year to go 
through by which time they will, 
by then, be able to argue a busi¬ 
ness case for the cafe.” 


New look for 
revamped 
city nursery 

THE revamp of a Wolverhampton 
nursery and garden has been 
unveiled. 

Happy Tots, in Compton, received 
a grant from Wolverhampton’s City 
Council’s Sure Start to transform its 
garden into a play area. 

It now features an activity space 
complete with log cabin, sandpit, 
crawling tunnel, wicker huts and 
bark play pits. 

There is also a paint board, triple 
bar climbing frame and slide. 

Two of the Avenue Road nursery’s 
bathrooms have also been revamped, 
carpets have been replaced and 
double-glazed windows have been 
installed upstairs. 

Carla Walker, head of nursery at 
Happy Tots said: “We’re so lucky to 
have a big garden full of such won¬ 
derful activities. There’s something 
for children of all ages.” 

over cancer 
80-mile trek 


WORRIES over transport and communication between hospitals 
have been raised by a patient panel asked to consider proposals that 
would leave cancer sufferers in Wolverhampton facing an almost 80- 
mile round trip for life-saving operations. 

Patients diagnosed with upper gastro-intestinal cancer would 
travel to Stoke-on-Trent for surgery under plans announced by 
health bosses. Around 40 patients a year from across the Black 
Country could be affected by the changes, including around 10 a year 
from Wolverhampton. Up to now they have been operated on in 
Dudley. 

Patients and health workers were consulted about the changes. 

A report by Pat Roberts, of Wolverhampton Patient Advisory 
Cancer Team, states the panel of 14 supported the move but also out¬ 
lines a number of reservations. 

“Transport may be an issue for patients and their carers,” it states. 
“Staff should make them aware of what is available to patients.” 



Hark the herald angels 


Pupils from Villiers Primary School raising money today for Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital by carol singing in Beatties store in Wolverhampton 


YOUNGSTERS from a Wolver¬ 
hampton primary school hit all the 
right notes as they performed for 
shoppers in Wolverhampton. 

Fifty pupils from Villiers Primary 
School in Bilston wore Santa hats 
and sang carols at Beatties and col¬ 
lected donations for Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital. Shoppers were 
treated to renditions of traditional 
carols Away in a Manger, Once in 
Royal David’s City, We Three Kings 
and O Come All Ye Faithful. 

The children, aged seven to 11, also 


enjoyed a tour of the toy department 
and got to meet Santa before moving 
on to The Bluebrick Bistro, in Sun 
Street, where they performed for 
diners. 

Headteacher Sally Lanni said: 
“The children thoroughly enjoyed 
performing in the community.” 

The Prouds Lane school has been 
celebrating this week after it was 
named as the fifth best achieving 
primary school in the city for its SATs 
results. 


Progress in 
campaign 
to transform 
garage site 

TRANSFORMATION of woodland and a 
former garage site in Wolverhampton into a 
leisure haven has moved a step closer follow¬ 
ing talks between volunteers and city council 
parks chiefs . 

Volunteers want to take over the lease of wood¬ 
land in Mill Lane, Tettenhall, with a view to trans¬ 
forming it into allotments, a play area or a sensory 
garden. 

More than 130 residents living near the site, 
which is a target for fly-tippers, petitioned the 
council in the summer asking for the land to be 
cleared and to ensure it was not snapped up by 
developers to build homes. 

They also asked the council to consider transfer¬ 
ring the lease to residents and community groups, 
to allow it to be turned into a leisure hub. 

The petition was recognised by the council and 
discussions with residents were tentatively men¬ 
tioned as the next step in the process. 

Discussion 

Campaigner Dennis Green, of Long Lake 
Avenue, said: “The first meeting has taken place at 
the Tettenhall Institute and it was very fruitful, 
very amiable. 

“The meeting was an informal discussion over 
the leasing of the woodland. 

“There is a long way to go yet. The site is being 
cleared and maybe in March, if that work is com¬ 
pleted, we will have another discussion to see 
about a time span for taking over the lease.” 

Steve Poole, community development worker at 
Wolverhampton City Council, said: “Good progress 
is being made on the possible transfer of the site to 
the community. 

“There are a number of issues to be considered 
including the legality of transferring an asset, and 
for the longer term, ensuring the community 
organisation has the capacity to manage the site. 

“The site is managed by Wolverhampton Homes, 
but is due to be handed back to the council. 

Volunteers have been carrying out repair and 
remedial work around the site, where garages 
were demolished at the end of last year. 

Tettenhall Wightwick’s Councillor Jonathan 
Yardley said: “When we talk about the Big Society 
this is how it is manifesting itself.” 

Heart tragedy 
of patient sent 
home after op 

A father-of-two died from complications after 
heart surgery despite efforts by his family and 
paramedics to resuscitate him, a Wolverhampton 
inquest heard. 

Plant hire manager Mark Fallon had left New 
Cross Hospital two days earlier after an operation 
to repair leaking heart valves and regulate an 
abnormal heartbeat. 

Despite being a fitness fan and keen footballer, 
the 43-year-old, of Redcliffe Drive, Wombourne, 
had been feeling unwell for almost a year. 

Two days later he visited his GP, Dr Kenneth 
Franklin, at Gravel Hill Surgery, Wombourne. Mr 
Fallon had a slow heart rate but it was expected to 
increase in time, Dr Franklin told the Wolver¬ 
hampton deputy coroner, Angus Smillie. 

Hours later he collapsed after arriving at a local 
pub with his father, Michael Fallon, who tried in 
vain to resuscitate him. Paramedics took over but 
he died in hospital. 

Mr Smillie said Mr Fallon died of a heart attack 
after a left ventricle failure which was a recognised 
complication of the surgery he received at the 
Wolverhampton hospital. 
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Jobless: 
Figures 
up in city 
yet again 

UNEMPLOYMENT in Wolver¬ 
hampton has risen again with 2.5 
milli on people now out of work 
across Britain. 

There are 10,815 people in the city 
claiming Jobseekers’Allowance, a rise 
of 120 since October, making it the 
worst affected in the country, along¬ 
side Middlesbrough and Hull. 

Figures for the past three months 
show the number of unemployed 
people in Britain has gone up by 
35,000, with record numbers of young 
people now out of work. 

Wolverhampton remains the worst- 
hit area in the West Midlands. 

Unemployment in the West Mid¬ 
lands rose by 12,000 to 238,000. 

At 8.9 per cent, the region still has 
one of the worst unemployment rates 
in the country, with only Yorkshire and 
the North East faring worse. The situ¬ 
ation will be compounded by the loss of 
230 jobs at Wolverhampton City 
Council as it copes with major funding 
cuts. 

Allowance 

Wolverhampton North East MP 
Emma Reynolds described the figures 
as “distressing”, adding: “Cuts to 
public sector jobs will only make the 
situation worse.” 

In Walsall there was a slight rise of 
16 in the claimant count, to 9,610, or 
6.1 per cent, while in Sandwell the 
claimant count rose by 57 to 12,136, or 
6.6 per cent. 

Dudley recorded a drop of 146 to 
9,077 while in South Staffordshire, it 
was up just one to 1,699 or 2.5 per cent. 

Nationwide there were 839,000 
people unemployed for more than a 
year, up by 41,000 over the three 
months and the worst figure since 
1997. The ONS also reported the 
number of 16 to 24-year-olds out of 
work increased by 28,000 to 943,000, 
one of the highest figures since 1992. 


Shop raiders 
strike yet again 

SMASH and grab raiders have 
struck at a Wolverhampton shopping 
precinct for the 14th time in three 
months. 

They forced open the shutters of 
Johal Supermarket in Dudley Road, 
Blakenhall and escaped with about 
£3,000 worth of alcohol and mobile 
phone cards. The raid was a carbon 
copy of a recent attack on the nearby 
Samra Supermarket, which has been 
hit six times in nine months. 


Success on cards 

THE winner of the Chronicle Christ¬ 
mas Card challenge was Isabel Jake- 
ways (year two) of St Benedict Biscop 
CofE Primary School, Wombourne. 

All the pupils produced designs. 
Isabel received a framed copy of the 
card and cards to send out to her family 
and friends. The card has her name, 
the school’s name and also the 
company who sponsored her — WWM 
Skip Hire. 

The school was also given £50 from 
The Wolverhampton Chronicle for arts 
and crafts equipment. 


Neighbouring bakery in pledge on jobs 


A WOLVERHAMPTON bakery has 
pledged to find jobs for the 19 people 
who were made redundant by the col¬ 
lapse of a neighbouring firm. 

Bilston-based Blackcountry Foods 
has agreed to step in after the collapse 
of the historic Hollands Craft Bakery, 
in John Street, Walsall. 

Ken Westwood, director of the 
Bilston firm, said its staff would be 
contacting those who have lost their 


jobs “in due course” to offer them new 
roles as the company looks to expand. 

The business will also take over the 
traditionally family-run Hollands 
stall at Bilston Market, which has 
been running for 30 years but looked 
to be in jeopardy. 

The stall will continue to carry the 
Hollands Craft name and serve up 
similar products to those baked at 
Blackcountry Foods’ Anchor Road 


factory, using traditional recipes 
passed on by the former owners. 

Father-of-two Mr Westwood, who 
runs Blackcountry Foods in Oakleigh 
Trading Estate with son John (36) 
said: “It’s a shame - they just ran out 
of money. 

“Substantial expansion plans for 
this business are in the pipeline and 
will be announced when the time is 
right. 


“We are hoping to redeploy the 
same staff into new roles in the 
bakery or markets in due course.” 

The 62-year-old added: “The name 
of the market stall will stay the same 
as the people of Bilston have become 
very used to it.” 

Hollands Craft owners Howard and 
Gwen Smith, both in their 70s, poured 
more than £130,000 savings into the 
firm but could not meet rent bills. 


Labour is back in as 
coalition loses vote 


wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 


LABOUR was today back in 
charge of Wolverhampton 
City Council after seizing 
power from the Conservatives 
and Liberal Democrats. 

A dramatic vote of no confi¬ 
dence, unprecedented at the 
council, last week returned 
Labour leader Roger Lawrence to 
power. 

Labour won by two votes after Lib 
Dem councillor Claire Darke sided 
with them following an hour of heated 
exchanges. The Conservatives and 
Lib Dems criticised Labour for taking 
power, after 32 months in opposition, 
without a vote by the electorate. 

The party must now steer the 
council through £70 million of cuts by 
2015 in the wake of huge reductions 
in government grants. 

At least 230 jobs will go through 
voluntary redundancy while up to 12 
high- earning officers will be axed. 

Councillor Lawrence said: “Labour 
has determined to retake control of 
the council to seek to protect the most 


vulnerable and to manage as best we 
can the unprecedented cuts and 
inevitable job losses forced on us. 

“But where changes are made we 
will seek to improve services.” 

Withdrew 

The no-confidence motion ended 
months of uncertainty after the Tory- 
Lib Dem coalition lost its majority in 
two by-elections and was left with an 
equal number of seats to Labour. 

It became a minority administra¬ 
tion when Councillor Darke withdrew 
her support in September. 

That left the coalition with 29 
Tories and Lib Dems to 30 Labour 
while Councillor Darke sat alone as 
an independent Lib Dem. 

Tory Councillor Neville Patten 
accused Labour of “cheek and arro¬ 
gance” for taking power without 
having won control at local elections. 

He said the coalition had delivered 
a council tax freeze, kept neighbour¬ 
hood wardens, signed the deal to 
rebuild every secondary school and 
cut red tape for developers. 


War of words 
as control gone 


THE defeated Conservative- 
Liberal Democrat coalition 
defended its 32 months in control 
of Wolverhampton City Council 
as it fought in vain to stay in 
power. 

During heated exchanges at the 
Civic Centre last week, Labour 
finance spokesman Councillor 
Andrew Johnson said it was “shame¬ 
ful” of the coalition to have stayed in 
power after losing two by-elections 
and ending up with an equal number 
of councillors to the opposition. 

Proposing a motion of no confidence 
in the administration he said: “They 
did not do the decent thing and step 
down. 

“Out of the last 22 seats elected in 
this city Labour have won 13. In the 
2010 election Labour had 42 per cent 
of the vote against the Tories’ 36. The 
voters of this city have given us a very 
clear mandate.” 

But Conservative leader Councillor 
Neville Patten accused Labour of 
“cheek and arrogance”. 

He said: “Back in 2008 the people of 
this city removed Labour from control 


and put us and the Lib Dems in. 

“At the last local elections we were 
left in control. It is wrong of this party 
to come along and say they deserve 
control.” 

He said the coalition had delivered 
a council tax freeze, kept neighbour¬ 
hood wardens despite budget cuts, 
signed the deal to rebuild every sec¬ 
ondary school and cut red tape for 
developers. 

Resigned 

“It’s not bad for a lame duck admin¬ 
istration”, he said. 

The beginning of the end for the 
coalition came in May when it failed 
to make gains in the local elections 
and lost one of its Wednesfield North 
seats to Labour in a by-election. 

Another by-election in July in 
Bilston North saw the seat previously 
held by the Tories fall to Labour. 

Labour won the vote by 31 to 29 
after Lib Dem councillor Claire 
Darke, who had resigned from the 
coalition in September, supported the 
motion. 


Little Isabella - the best 
Christmas present ever 



Baby Isabella Rose with her parents Michelle and Harpinder Singh and 
Heidi Birch, director of nursing services, at Midland Fertility Services 


LITTLE Isabella Rose is the Christ¬ 
mas present her parents always 
wanted. 

After five years of sadness and 
uncertainty, Michelle and Harpinder 
Singh can now enjoy their first festive 
season as a complete family at their 
home in Wolverhampton. 

Baby Isabella is one of 982 “frostie 
babies” born at Midland Fertility 
Services in Aldridge, starting life as 
an embryo stored at -196C. 

Her mother suffered an ectopic 
pregnancy, and then the couple, of 


Ashmore Park, Wolverhampton, 
failed their first IVF attempt. 

An embryologist at MFS in Court 
Parade froze six of their embryos for 
future use. In March 2009, the frozen 
embryos were thawed and the couple 
then had a long 14-day wait to see if 
the procedure had worked. 

Their dream came true, and 71b 
15oz Isabella Rose was born at New 
Cross Hospital on January 7. 

Mrs Singh said she and her teacher 
husband could not be happier. 
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School 
break-in 
to buy 
son a gift 

A BURGLAR broke into a 
Wolverhampton primary school 
and stole £6,500 worth of comput¬ 
ers because he wanted cash to buy 
a present for his son’s first birth¬ 
day, a court heard. 

Shawn Frazer, aged 25, smashed 
the glass in a locked door at the rear of 
St Luke’s Primary, Park Street South, 
Blakenhall, after a heavy drinking 
session, Wolverhampton Magistrates 
Court heard. 

In the reception area he moved 
desks and forced open a metal cabinet 
where the 13 Dell laptops were stored, 
the court heard. 

Mrs Jayne Yeomans, prosecuting, 
said Frazer, of Myatt Avenue, Park- 
fields, fled after setting off the burglar 
alarm on November 26. 

Drinking 

He claimed to have sold the haul to 
a person he would not identify for 
£400, the court was told last week. 

Frazer was arrested after DNA tests 
showed a match to blood found on the 
broken door and a desk, said Mrs 
Yeomans. 

She added: “He told police that he 
needed some money for his son’s first 
birthday.” 

Frazer tested positive for cocaine. 

Mr David Dorrance, defending, said: 
“He started taking this drug while 
under treatment for heroin addiction 
and had been drinking heavily before 
breaking into the school. It was a spur 
of the moment offence committed 
around the time of his son’s birthday.” 

Bailed 

Frazier admitted burglary and will 
be sentenced at Wolverhampton 
Crown. 

Magistrates chairman Brian 
Nicholas said: ‘We believe this offence 
was so serious that it receives greater 
punishment than we can give. This is 
because of your fairly substantial list 
of previous convictions, the value of 
the items stolen and the fact that the 
burglary was carried out on a school 
after a forced entry.” 

Frazier was bailed to appear at 
crown court on January 13 on condi¬ 
tion he co-operates with a drug inter¬ 
vention programme. 


Florist moves 
to nearby shop 

A FLORIST remains open for busi¬ 
ness in a Wolverhampton village after 
relocating to a neighbouring shop. 

Wendy’s Flower Boutique moved to 
a neighbouring unit in The Arcade, 
Tettenhall. 

Previous premises were taken over 
by cafe Gluttons for Nourishment - 
the fourth cafe in the village. This has 
prompted a planners’ investigation. 

It is believed it brings a village tea 
shop quota above a 30 per cent limit. 
Owner Sarah Hipkiss applied to the 
city council for retrospective planning 
permission to allow Gluttons for 
Nourishment to continue. 
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Repairs 
close off 
pool for 
anglers 

A LEAKING fishing 
pool in Bilston is to be 
shut for most of next year 
for repairs costing 
£280,000. 

The man-made Grapes 
Pool, which stocks carp 
and roach, is to undergo 
major improvement 
work to prevent water 
leaking from it and 
improve the landscape. 

The lake will be 
drained and de-silted 
before repairs are under¬ 
taken to the sides of the 
pool and drains. Land¬ 
scaping will include new 
water plants and shrubs, 
protective fencing and 
improvements to the 
pathways. 

It will also see the 
installation of new 
fishing platforms, includ¬ 
ing some for disabled 
anglers. 

Disabled 

Work is due to begin on 
the Moseley Road site in 
the spring and is 
expected to be completed 
by autumn 2011. The 
pool will be closed to 
anglers throughout and 
fish will be relocated. 

Funding is being pro¬ 
vided by the city council, 
despite cuts of £70 
million being made by 
2015. There is also a 
£15,000 grant from the 
Environment Agency. 

Bilston councillor Phil 
Page said: “We need the 
pool to be re-lined and 
repaired. There’s some 
new staging being put in 
as well which will be a 
great help to disabled 
anglers. 

“We’re hoping to even¬ 
tually see a charity take 
over the running of The 
Grapes and set up a 
fishing pool. The first 
stage will be the testing 
of the fish to make sure 
they are free of disease 
before they moved.” 

The pool has been 
leaking for more than 
four years. 


Charity shop 
plea for stock 

A CHARITY shop in 
Wolverhampton is 

appealing for new stock 
as it prepares to re-open 
after a big refurbish¬ 
ment. 

Sue Ryder Care at the 
Avion Centre in Whit¬ 
more Reans has been 
closed while it expands 
into a neighbouring unit. 
It was due to re-open this 
week and now needs fur¬ 
niture, bric-a-brac, and 
clothing. 

Bulky items can be col¬ 
lected from donors. Ring 
Margaret Jinman on 
01902 713714. 


Region is hit by 37 swine flu cases 


ALMOST 40 cases of swine flu 
have been reported in the West 
Midlands in the space of a week. 

New figures show that during the 
last week of November laboratory 
tests confirmed 37 cases in the region. 

It has also been revealed that a case 
of swine flu in a male patient was con¬ 
firmed this week at The Royal Wolver¬ 
hampton Hospitals NHS Trust which 
runs New Cross Hospital in the city. 
Two further suspected cases are also 
under investigation at the trust. 

Health chiefs say the swine flu virus 
will be one of the most common types 
of flu this winter and as a result it is 


one of three strains protected against 
by the flu jab. 

However take-up numbers for the 
vaccination are also lower than 
expected prompting the launch of a 
campaign to encourage those eligible 
to get the vaccine. 

Dr Jeremy Hawker, regional epi¬ 
demiologist for the Health Protection 
Agency, said: “Over the last few weeks 
we have seen a rise in the number of 
cases of seasonal flu, including both 
H1N1 swine flu and another strain, 
flu B, in the community. 

“We have also received reports of 
patients with serious illness requiring 


hospitalisation and outbreaks of flu in 
schools. 

“For most people, flu is not life 
threatening and usually lasts seven to 
10 days. 

“But it can be far more dangerous 
for those in at-risk groups, such as the 
elderly, pregnant women and patients 
with heart problems, diabetes or lung, 
liver or renal diseases, or those who 
have weak immune systems who are 
at risk of developing complications. 

“Flu can be a serious illness and the 
vaccine offers good protection against 
it as it’s safe and it cannot make 
someone ill or give them a mild dose of 


flu because it doesn’t contain live 
virus.” 

For the first time mothers-to-be are 
included in the group of people consid¬ 
ered to be at risk and are eligible for 
the free jab along with those over 65, 
care home residents, carers, health¬ 
care workers and those with chronic 
illnesses or who are at higher than 
normal risk of infection. 

NHS Dudley bosses say swine flu is 
not routinely being tested but cases of 
influenza-like illnesses are above 
average prompting officials to write to 
GPs asking them to ensure patients in 
the at-risk category get the vaccine. 


Jail for drunk mother 
in petrol station blaze 
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A DRUNK mother who deliber¬ 
ately started a blaze at a Black 
Country petrol station that could 
have sparked a massive disaster 
has been jailed for four years. 

Leanne Taylor grabbed a five-litre 
canister of paraffin and poured it over 
bags of charcoal also for sale on the 
forecourt of the Jet Garage in Walsall 
town centre, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard. 

Then the 24-year-old set fire to a bag 
with her lighter. The flames were 
stamped out before they could take 
hold and spread to butane gas canis¬ 
ters and petrol pumps. 

Abusive 

Prosecutor Mark Rees said: “It 
burned one bag of charcoal but fortu¬ 
nately the flames spread no further 
because of the actions of a man who 
was leaving the garage after topping 
up his mobile phone. 

“When the security guard came out 
of the booth to see what was happening 
Taylor went to hit him. The police were 
called and she was abusive. She later 
admitted what she had done but had 
no recollection of events.” 

The incident happened at 11.30pm 
on July 19 and was captured by the 
garage’s CCTV cameras, said Mr Rees 


in courtlast week. It came less than a 
month after Taylor had received a sus¬ 
pended jail sentence for affray. 

She was seen throwing things 
around the garage forecourt before 
picking up the paraffin and emptying 
it over other items stacked up for sale, 
the court heard. 

Tim Sapwell, defending, said: “She 
was very drunk at the time. This was 
compounded by medication she was 
taking for severe post natal depres¬ 
sion. 

“She could not believe what had 
happened until she saw the CCTV 
film. She admitted that she was the 
woman in the pictures and was 
appalled by her behaviour. She bore no 
animosity towards those involved.” 

Taylor, of Dolphin Close, Goscote, 
Walsall, whose child is in council care, 
admitted committing arson while 
reckless to whether life was endan¬ 
gered. 

She was jailed for four years with an 
extended licence meaning she could be 
monitored after her release. 

Judge Michael Challinor told her: 
“The foreseeable harm was immense. 
There could have been a very large fire 
and explosions from gas canisters all 
within feet of pumps with access to 
thousands of gallons of petrol.” 


City jobless up again 


UNEMPLOYMENT in Wolver¬ 
hampton has risen again - with 2.5 
million people now out of work across 
Britain. 

There are 10,815 people in the city 
claiming Jobseekers’Allowance, a rise 
of 120 since October, making it the 
worst affected in the country, along¬ 
side Middlesbrough and Hull. 

Figures for the past three months 
show the number of unemployed 
people in Britain has gone up by 
35,000, with record numbers of young 
people now out of work. 

Distressing 

Wolverhampton remains the worst- 
hit area in the West Midlands. Unem¬ 
ployment in the West Midlands rose by 
12,000 to 238,000. 

At 8.9 per cent, the region still has 
one of the worst unemployment rates 
in the country, with only Yorkshire and 


the North East faring worse. The situ¬ 
ation will be compounded by the loss of 
230 jobs at Wolverhampton City 
Council as it copes with major funding 
cuts. 

Wolverhampton North East MP 
Emma Reynolds described the figures 
as “distressing”, adding: “Cuts to 
public sector jobs will only make the 
situation worse.” 

In Walsall there was a slight rise of 
16 in the claimant count, to 9,610, or 
6.1 per cent, while in Sandwell the 
claimant count rose by 57 to 12,136, or 
6.6 per cent. 

Dudley recorded a drop of 146 to 
9,077 while in South Staffordshire, it 
was up just one to 1,699 or 2.5 per cent. 

Nationwide there were 839,000 
people unemployed for more than a 
year, up by 41,000 over the three 
months and the worst figure since 
1997. 



Lesson in panto fun 


Staff Sarah Yeomans, crouching, as Jack, Amy Giddings and Jenny Scarrott 
(Bubble and Squeak) and Sally-Anne Hawkins (Jack’s mother) 


THE joy of panto came to a school 
near Wolverhampton as staff joined 
children for a production of Jack and 
the Beanstalk. 

Around 17 teachers and governors 
at St Chad’s First School in Patting- 
ham took part in the production. 

Teaching assistant Sally-Anne 
Hawkins said:“The kids loved it and 


they had a really good time,” she said. 
“It was our Christmas present to 
them.” 

Mrs Hawkins, who helped produce 
the panto, added: “The panto brings 
us all together at the end of the term. 
It’s just nice to treat the children in 
this way.” 


Fear over 
future of 
crime-hit 
shops site 

A CRIMEWAVE is threatening the future 
of a “vital” Wolverhampton shopping centre 
after it was hit by another raid. 

There have been 14 break-ins at shops in Dudley 
Road, Blakenhall, over the past three months. 

One of the targeted stores - Samra Supermar¬ 
ket - has been hit six times in nine months. A 
carbon copy raid took place on nearby Johal Super¬ 
market with thieves jacking up shutters to escape 
with around £3,000 worth of alcohol and phone 
cards. 

Harbans Bagri, chairman of the Dudley Road 
Traders Association, warned: “If it was not for their 
sheer determination to make a stand, some of the 
shopkeepers would have packed up and gone by 
now. They live in constant fear that if their phone 
rings after 10pm it is going to be news that their 
store has been raided again.” 

Harjinder Samra, aged 33, whose family has run 
Samra Supermarket since 1981, said: “It cannot go 
on like this. I feel like shutting up shop.” 

Pat McFadden, Labour MP for Wolverhampton 
South East, said: “This is a vital shopping and busi¬ 
ness area in the city. It is due for redevelopment 
and shopkeepers need to have confidence in it. 

Vital 

“I am sure the police are doing all they can but 
many of these businesses have been built up by the 
same families over many years. The last thing we 
want is for them to lose faith in this area and it is 
vital that they are given as much support as possi¬ 
ble.” 

Det Insp Derek Quinn, from Wolverhampton 
police, confirmed a string of break-ins on Dudley 
Road were being investigated. Additional police 
patrols are now being carried out in the area in a 
bid to curb the problems. 

Officers say the demolition of Phoenix Rise tower 
block in Blakenhall and the removal of a neigh¬ 
bourhood wardens office has left the area more 
exposed. They say it means businesses are vulner¬ 
able to attack. 

Raiders left empty handed after smashing 
through steel shutters at the Uppal Sweet Centre 
in Dudley Road. They caused more than £1,000 
damage in the second attack on the premises in a 
month. 

New hi-tech way to 
track patient safety 

NEW technology has been launched to track the 
safety of patients at Wolverhampton’s New Cross 
Hospital. Mobile devices are being used as part of 
the innovative VitalPac scheme, which clinicians 
use to record, monitor and track their observations 
about patients. 

Hospital chief executive David Loughton said: 
“VitalPac is going to be hugely important for us. It 
will help us to monitor events and also detect and 
alert us much earlier if there is a problem with a 
patient.” 

The portable and wireless device can be used any¬ 
where, at anytime. It reduces the chance of errors 
and provides immediate access to data for all staff 
in a team. 


‘Oscar’ aid for charity 

FUNDRAISING students from Wolverhampton 
staged an evening of Oscar-themed entertainment 
to raise cash for a city charity. 

Students in their second year of an events and 
venue management course at the university staged 
the event at Revolution bar in Walsall town centre. 

People attending were charged £3 to enter, with 
£1 of every admission fee going to Promise Dreams. 

Prizes, sponsored by local companies, were also 
handed out for the best-dressed guests at the event. 

Around £200 was raised from the event. 
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Familes 
can opt 
out from 
slop bins 

SLOP buckets will not go to 
Wolverhampton residents if they 
do not want them. 

Council bosses agreed not to send 
two new bins to any home if residents 
are adamant they do not want to 
recycle food scraps. 

So far 12 people have refused to have 
them. From January, Wolverhampton 
residents will be the first in the Black 
Country to be asked to recycle their 
kitchen scraps, which account for up to 
25 per cent of domestic waste. 

The waste will be recycled to provide 
electricity and fertilisers for local 
farms. It will mean that a large slop 
bucket will be kept outside homes for 
the binmen. These will be delivered to 
98,000 properties along with a smaller 
one for keeping in the kitchen. 

Residents will also be given two rolls 
of biodegradable bin liners. 

The move has been met by resist¬ 
ance from many city residents who 
object to having to sort their rubbish 
five ways. 

The slop buckets are on top of the 
normal bins which have been pro¬ 
vided - black wheelie bin, a green box 
for cans, paper and glass, a green 
wheelie bin for garden waste and a 
white bag for recycling plastic and 
cardboard. 

Adamant 

Last week Bushbury resident Alan 
Lloyd phoned Wolverhampton Council 
and insisted that staff did not deliver 
his slop buckets. The 66-year-old 
former lorry driver and vehicle inspec¬ 
tor, of Lymer Road, was told that he 
would not have to have the bins. 

Chris Smiles, waste policy manager 
for Wolverhampton Waste Partner¬ 
ship, said: “The city council has always 
stressed participation in the food recy¬ 
cling scheme is voluntary. Though 
most residents surveyed earlier this 
year said they would use the service, 
we will absolutely not force people to 
take part. 

“Likewise, if residents are adamant 
that they do not want the food waste 
recycling caddies, they can opt out if 
they so wish by contacting the council. 

“We appreciate many people are 
already composting their kitchen 
scraps or may not have room for the 
bins, however, we’re expecting most 
people to give it a go.” 

To opt out of taking part in the new 
scheme and to not receive any of the 
new bins people should telephone 
Wolverhampton Council on 01902 
551155. 


Bowls club hoping for home victory 


A BOWLING club in Codsall, 
which has been forced to play 
games outside its home village for 
more than two years, will learn 
the fate of its latest bid to return 
home next month. 

Codsall Ex-Services Sports Club 
has resubmitted a planning applica¬ 
tion for a £70,000 scheme to create a 
bowling green behind the Bentlands 


pub. The proposed site in Suckling 
Green Lane currently has two pro¬ 
tected trees and officers asked the 
club to withdraw a previous applica¬ 
tion last month, telling them the posi¬ 
tion of the bowling green would have 
to be changed slightly and a more 
detailed plan submitted. 

The club, which currently has 42 
members, has now submitted an 
amended plan to South Staffordshire 


Council and a determination date has 
been given of January 21 next year. 

Council spokesman Jamie Angus 
said: “I understand that they have 
altered the position of the green 
slightly and they are hoping this will 
alleviate some of the problems.” 

If it is successful it will mark the 
first time the club has had a home in 
the village since October 2008, when 
the lease on its former home in 


Church Road base expired. The latest 
bid represents the club’s final hope to 
return to the village in the near future 
after another attempt to develop a 
green in Codsall at the Wheelfield, off 
Wolverhampton Road, was rejected in 
September. 

Club president Derek Buxton said: 
“We still need one of the trees to come 
down because otherwise there won’t 
be enough space for the green.” 


Council jobs to go as 
£2.5m cuts brought in 


wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 
JOBS will be axed at South 
Staffordshire Council as it 
faces budget cuts of more 
than £2.5 million in three 


years, 


Staffordshire County Council, 
meanwhile, will lose £10.6m, or two 
per cent, in 2011 and £11.2m the year 
after. 

South Staffordshire Council’s chief 
executive Steve Winterflood said: 


The council’s leader has criticised “We’re looking at a package of meas- 


the government for hitting district 
councils hardest. 

The authority is preparing to draw 
up a voluntary redundancy scheme. A 
new breakdown of projected cuts in 
government funding show South 


Staffordshire will lose 27 per cent of had planned. 


ures including redundancies, specifi¬ 
cally a new voluntary redundancy 
scheme.” 

Tory council leader Brian Edwards 
has spoken out at the cuts, describing 
them as “far worse” than the council 


its grant next year, followed by 11 per 
cent in 2011-12 and a further 35 per 
cent cut in 2012-13. 

The scale of cuts is mirrored at dis¬ 
trict councils in Cannock Chase, 
Lichfield and Stafford. 


Charity ball 
in £6k boost 
for coffers 

A CHARITY bah in Wolverhampton 
has raised more than £6,000 for two 
good causes. 

Layla Kaveh, of Oakham, Codsall 
and Kellie Green, of Perton, organised 
the fundraising event at Molineux to 
raise funds for Birmingham Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital and Compton Hospice. 

Kellie’s niece Jade Baugh, aged 11, 
also of Perton, is battling her third 
tumour and is treated at the hospital, 
while Layla’s mother Yasmin was in 
Compton Hospice before her death. 

Mother-of-one Layla, aged 28, who 
runs Ego hair salon, on Tettenhall 
Road, thanked businesses for their 
support. 


He claims the smaller percentage 
figures quoted by central government 
do not reflect cuts to district councils’ 
budgets which in some areas, like 
South Staffordshire, will be consider¬ 
ably more than a third over the next 
two years. 

Hardest 

Councillor Edwards said: “We 
knew we would lose some of our grant 
because our concessionary travel 
service is being transferred to the 
county council. But these figures are 
far worse than we’d imagined. 

“We knew that the cuts were 
coming, but we just did not think they 
would be as deep as they are. 

“It’s not just us, smaller district 
councils across the whole country 
seem to have been hit the hardest. 

“We’ve been preparing for this 
outcome and we’ve already made well 
over £2m worth of savings over the 
past year or so alone. 

“We’ll take the revised grant 
figures and sit down over the coming 
weeks as we look to plan our budget 
for the year ahead”. 

This year, the council received a 
formula grant settlement from the 
government of just under £7.2m. For 
2011-12 that will fall to £5.2m before 
falling again to £4.6m in 2012-13. 


The Pretty Reckless, Wulfrun Hall, Wolverhampton 


REVIEW 


From Gringe to grunge - a Pretty good choice 


From Grinch to grunge, former 
movie moppet Taylor Momsen has 
made the transition from actress to 
rock star. All the more refreshing that 
she should choose hard rock as her 
medium, rather than the bland pop of 
such Disney princess peers as Miley 
Cyrus and Selena Gomez. 

The top model and Gossip Girl star, 
who in her earliest appearance was 
Cindy Lou Who to Jim Carrey's 
Grinch, was convincing in her new role 
as singer with The Pretty Reckless. 

With black panda eyes, long blonde 


hair and a revealing outfit, she looked 
the part and certainly sounded it, with 
a potent rock voice akin to the young 
Courtney Love. Only a slight awk¬ 
wardness belied her tender 17 years. 

Helped by a top-notch grunge rock 
band, most old enough to be her father, 
she was impressive in a 50-minute set. 
Opening with Light Me Up, title track 
from this year's debut album, the per¬ 
formance went up a gear with Zombie 
and then the well-received Factory 
Girl and My Medicine. 

There were also cover versions of 


Audioslave's Like A Stone and a mash- 
up of Oasis song Supersonic with 
Muse's Time's Running Out. 

The encores included an acoustic 
version of Rihanna's Love The Way You 
Lie (hang your head, Cher Lloyd) and 
Nothing Left To Lose before a storming 
Make Me Wanna Die. 

If Miss Momsen can bridge the cred¬ 
ibility gap with a second, even better 
album, next time in the Midlands she'll 
be playing arenas rather than a 
packed Wulfrun Hall. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Champion! Charities get a lift 


Ivan Damyanov, Michelle Clayton and Mike Brown work out 
in the Mander Centre 


A THAI boxing champion from 
Wolverhampton raised at least £180 
for two city-based charities by com¬ 
pleting 1,000 lifts of a 25kg (551b) ket¬ 
tlebell weight in less than one hour. 

Ivan Damyanov, aged 28, Common¬ 
wealth titleholder at 72kg (1581b), did 
the Power Hour Challenge at the city’s 
Mander Centre for the Steve Bull 
Foundation and Promise Dreams. 

He is a fitness instructor at the city’s 
Firewalker Health club and Wolver¬ 
hampton University business man¬ 
agement student. 


Ivan was joined by fellow gym 
instructors and Thai boxers Michelle 
Newell and Mike Brown. 

Michelle, a super atomweight world 
champion also tackled 1,000 lifts of a 
kettlebell weighing 12kg (261b), while 
Mark handled 1,000 repetitions with 
the 16kg (351b) kettlebell, also within 
the hour. 

Ivan said: “We don’t know how much 
has been raised by the donation boxes 
but we have about £180 from sponsor¬ 
ship forms.” 


Concern 
over long 
hours at 
hospital 

SOME departments at New 
Cross Hospital do not have 
enough people and many staff are 
working long hours in “crisis 
mode” putting patient care at 
risk, a survey of staff has 
revealed. 

The concerns of hundreds of hospi¬ 
tal staff have emerged in a study 
carried out by bosses at the Royal 
Wolverhampton Hospitals NHS Trust 
to gain a picture of culture and 
patient safety at the hospital. 

Nearly half of those questioned, 48 
per cent, believe they do not have 
enough staff to handle the workload 
with 39 per cent saying they work in 
“crisis mode” trying to do too much, 
too quickly. 

Improve 

Just under a third of staff (30 per 
cent) said they worked longer hours 
than is best for patient care. 

Of those questioned 42 per cent 
warned things “fall between the 
cracks” when transferring patients 
from one department to another with 
36 per cent saying problems often 
occur in the exchange of information 
across hospital departments. 

Almost a quarter (22 per cent) said 
they did not feel free to question the 
decisions of those in authority. 

Despite negative comments 75 per 
cent said they were actively doing 
things to improve patient safety. 

Bosses at the hospital say the find¬ 
ings will be used to develop action 
plans to tackle the areas where 
improvement is needed. 


Objections 
over police 
‘election’ bid 

COUNCILLORS in Wolverhampton 
are to object to proposals to introduce 
elected police commissioners. 

The new head of community safety 
at Wolverhampton City Council, 
Labour’s Councillor John Rowley said 
the plans would politicise the police 
and put too much power in the hands 
of an individual. 

He said: “Inevitable police commis¬ 
sioner elections would be contested by 
political parties and it seems likely 
that in most instances a party candi¬ 
date will be elected except where an 
independent candidate possesses both 
a high public profile and considerable 
financial and organisational 
resources. 

Perturbed 

“I would be deeply perturbed to find 
the management of policing concen¬ 
trated in the hands of a single party 
apparatchik, be he or she Labour, Con¬ 
servative or Liberal Democrat.” 

The commissioner would have the 
power to set the police budget and 
appoint or dismiss chief constables. 
West Midlands Police faces £125m in 
budget cuts and is preparing to axe 
1,050 police officers. 
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Action plan over 
issues at hospital 


HEALTH bosses in Wolverhampton 
have approved an action plan to 
address concerns at the city’s Penn 
Hospital after it was criticised by a 
Government watchdog. 

The city’s Primary Care Trust agreed a 
new plan to address major concerns about 
the mental health hospital after an inves¬ 
tigation by the Care Quality Commission. 

In its report, the watchdog said there 
were major problems with overworked con¬ 
sultants, poor record keeping and delays in 
patient care. It also attacked poor record 
keeping and care plans. 


It said the proposals for patient care 
were inadequate and that occupancy levels 
were high. 

The Primary Care Trust, which runs the 
76-bed hospital on Penn Road, rubber- 
stamped its plan to address the concerns. 

Among the actions within the plan are to 
boost staff training and patients will be 
involved more in their care. 

There will also be new systems to 
improve the management of the hospital 
and how records are kept. 

Richard Taylor, managing director for 
mental health at the PCT said there was no 



IT was party time for 
elderly members of a 
Wolverhampton village 
thanks to their local com¬ 
munity bobbies. 

Food and Christmas 
entertainment was laid 
on in Perton for more 
than 40 people. 

Police Community 
Support Officers Theresa 
Nicholls and Ashley 
Tooth organised the fes¬ 
tivity which took place at 
The Church In Perton in 
Anders Square on 
Monday. 

Donated 

They went to local 
shopkeepers for help in 
laying on the spread and 
providing gifts. 

PCSO Nicholls, who 
has worked the beat for 
four years, said: “Traders 
kindly donated boxes of 
chocolates, gift sets, 
flowers and other pres¬ 
ents, it was a big 
access.” 

There was entertain¬ 
ment from a pianist from 0 . , , , , , ,. , T . „ ,, 

Penn and carols from Sainsbury steam leader Denise Fyfe, Mavis Reynolds, 

youngsters from 

Sandown First School. 


82, and PCSO Ashley Tooth 


Party time - thanks to PCSOs 


suggestion any patients had suffered or 
were unsafe in the hospital. 

He said: “This action plan has been 
shared with the CQC and they are largely 
happy with it. Rather than be a fixed term 
plan it will become a rolling work plan 
which will be altered as the intelligence 
about our services changes over time.” 

He said the plan was a “robust way of 
moving forward.” Chief executive Jon 
Crockett added he was confident the plan 
would address the concerns. 

Changes 

He also recommended the board visit 
the hospital in February to see the changes 
being made. He said: “We need to give this 
a couple of months to make sure the staff 
have the space to make the changes.” 

The PCT is also working on a business 
case to redevelop the hospital site. The 
Care Quality Commission re-visited the 
hospital on November 12 to ensure imme¬ 
diate actions are being carried out and the 
PCT has been told the visit was positive 
and it is awaiting a formal letter. 

As part of its efforts to monitor the 
improvements, the CQC has said it will 
continue to check the progress and 
demand evidence from the PCT as well as 
carry out spot checks at the hospital. 


Contest triumph 
forCosford crew 

A FIELD gun crew based at RAF 
Cosford has been crowned the winners of a 
prestigious contest. 

Royal Air Force Cosford Field Gun Crew 
triumphed in the Field Gun Competition 
held at the Birmingham Military Tattoo. 

For the third year running, Cosford 
faced a crew from MoD Abbey Wood, in 
Bristol, who boasted an impressive score 
card this year after finishing four places 
ahead of the Cosford Field Gun Crew in 
the RN Field Gun Competition held in 
June. 

The crew from Cosford won the competi¬ 
tion in front of 19,000 spectators at the 
National Indoor Arena. 
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Schools move up table 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
has moved 21 places up 
the primary school 
league table rankings 
this year from 123rd to 
102th despite a boycott 
of exams. 

Almost 900 pupils did 
not sit this year’s SATs, 
with many heads deciding 
not to take part after pres¬ 
sure from teaching unions. 

Manor Primary School 
was the top performer in 
the city, followed by St 
Stephen’s in Heath Town 


which came second and 
also made it into the 
country’s top 200. 

St Bartholomew’s CE in 
Penn came third in the 
city. 

Pleasing 

Wolverhampton City 
Council’s chief school 
inspector Keith Martin 
said: “It is pleasing to note 
the three per cent increase 
in the proportion of Wolver¬ 
hampton pupils attaining 
level four in both English 
and maths with 72 per cent 


reaching this level in 2010. 

“These results represent 
the rising trend in attain¬ 
ment in Wolverhampton 
primary schools over 
recent years. 

Of particular note are 
Manor Primary School and 
St Stephen’s CE Primary 
where every pupil attained 
Level 4 in both English and 
maths. 

“At Loxdale and St 
Bartholomew’s primary 
schools nearly all of the 
pupils were actually able to 
meet this level.” 


Staffs slides 
down league 

STAFFORDSHIRE has slipped 13 
places in the latest primary school league 
tables. The county fell in the national rank¬ 
ings from 64 in 2009 to 77 this year. 

The best performing school was Our 
Lady & Saint Werburgh’s in Newcastle 
under Lyme, followed by Oakridge 
Primary in Stafford. 

County councillor Liz Staples, Stafford¬ 
shire County Council’s cabinet member for 
schools, said: “Pupils in Staffordshire have 
yet again improved in Key Stage Two Sats. 
About 74 per cent of pupils in Staffordshire 
have now achieved level 4+ in English and 
maths, which is in line with the national 
average.” 


Top SATs honour marked 


STAFF and pupils 
at a Wolverhampton 
school are celebrating 
after it was named as 
one of the best in the 
country for its SATs 
results. 

Manor Primary 
School, in Bilston, 
came ninth in the top 
200 schools nationally 
for the combined level 
four pass rate in 
English and maths. 

It was also named 
the best performing 
school in Wolver¬ 
hampton for the 
eighth year running. 

Proud 

Headteacher Anita 
Cliff said: “We are 
extremely proud. 

“Our pupils have 
done so well and our 
staff deserve a lot of 
praise too.” 

Bilston’s arson-hit 
Wilkinson Primary 
was one of the top 200 
most improved schools 
in England. 

Pupils are being 
taught in temporary 
classrooms after the 
devastating blaze in 
October. 

Headteacher Tina 
Gibbon said: “We are 
very happy in light of 
recent events.” 



Headteacher Anita Cliff with Year 4 pupils at Manor Primary 


New plans 
for derelict 
garage are 
approved 

UP to eight jobs will be created 
under a £1.2 million plan to transform 
a derelict Wolverhampton garage into 
a sweet shop, cafe and restaurant. 

Two three-bedroom staff apart¬ 
ments, will also be created at the old 
Essential Garage in Dudley Road, 
under plans to relocate and expand the 
Lakshmi Sweet Centre which is cur¬ 
rently based further along the same 
street. 

The proposal, which has been agreed 
by council planners, will create five 
full-time as well as three part-time 
jobs. 

Welcomed 

Abid to redevelop the site, which has 
been derelict for more than two years, 
was lodged with Wolverhampton City 
Council by Major Singh in June. 

Fifteen parking spaces will also be 
created under the scheme. 

Blakenhall ward councillor John 
Rowley welcomed the plans. He said: 
“All the ward councillors are 
extremely pleased with this. 

“It has been one of a number of prob¬ 
lematic sites in Blakenhall so we are 
very pleased to see this development 
passed and delighted with the subse¬ 
quent jobs it will bring.” 


We need 
your help: 
severe 
weather # 
stock crisis 
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Thursday, 23 rd December 

LADY GAGA AND 
THE DANCING GIRLS 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
- PARTY DISCO 

Tickets Only 
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TOP FEMALE VOCALIST 
_ SAMMY LINES _ 

NEW YEAR S EVE 
THE ONE AND ONLY 
SHAUN VEGAS (Elm TrMmte) 

MR OR MRS 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

Sponsored by Studio 4 Models 
Auditions to be held 
8th & 15th January 

To register contact by email or phone 
email: swanhote!2010® hotmail.co.uk 

EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT IS 
STUDENT NIGHT 

3tudent iDcardmud beshovtcn 


VK 
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SQURTZ 
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LETTERS 


Sympathy for students 
soon turned to disgust 


My sympathy for the students 
turned to disgust when I witnessed on 
TV their attacks on the police, their 
horses and the Royal car. 

I cannot believe that students could 
behave like a lot of out-of-control four- 
year-olds. 

My grandson went to university and 
the students he was mixing with were 
well-mannered, intelligent people. 

I think there must have been a lot of 
yobs joining in for the fun of it who 


BRIDGE CORNER 


were not students at all. 

Camilla and Charles were just two 
people out doing their job, not involved 
in any way with student fees. 

However I do wonder if they experi¬ 
enced just a little of the terror the poor 
fox goes through when it is cornered by 
a lynch mob. 

Jesus did say “ you reap what you 


NAME *AND < 
ADDRESS -SUPPLIED 


IT’S a great feeling to 
double a contract for 
penalties. It’s not such a 
great feeling when the 
contract makes. 

This hand came up 
during a lesson on dou¬ 
bling One No Trump. Dou¬ 
bling that bid is essentially 
for penalties and shows a 
strong hand with 16-plus 
points. 

However, after a disas¬ 
trous defence a bemused 
North was able to make 
the contract with an over¬ 
trick! 

The sad tale went like 
this. East led the nine of 
clubs, ducked by West so 
that Declarer made the 
jack. Declarer played up 
to the king of diamonds 
and then played the 10 
from Dummy, covered by 
the jack and ace. Declarer 
then cashed the queen. 

Unable to get back to 


4 J106 
^KJ96 
♦ AQ7 
4»J76 

4 A72 4 KQ3 

qp52 4 AQ74 

4J643 4 52 

4Q1032 4AK98 

4 9854 

4 1083 
4 K1098 
454 

the boss diamond in 
Dummy, and having 
nothing better to do, she 
led a low heart towards 


the 10. East, for reasons 
unclear, intervened with 
the ace and led back the 
queen - taken, of course, 
by the king. 

Declarer could now get 
to Dummy with the 10 of 
hearts and cash the 
winning diamond. 

So Declarer was able to 
make four diamonds, 
three hearts and a club. 

Of course, with proper 
defence, Declarer can 
never make more than 
four tricks. 

Players who wish to 
hone their bidding and 
play are welcome to join 
us on a Saturday morning. 
Phone Jenny on 01902 
756859. 

Visit the website for 
Wolverhampton Bridge 
Club, www.bridgewebs. 
com/wolverhampton 

- Jenny 


Tax all those banks 

I know we are in difficult economic times. But 
there is one easy decision that could spare a lot of the 
'tough ones'. A tax on the banks could raise £20 
billion in the UK to help those hit by the financial 
crisis in this country and around the world. 

For every cut I hear the Government announce I 
keep asking: could a tax on the banks have paid for 
that? The situation we find ourselves in started in 
the financial sector and we spent£1.4 trillion bailing 
them out. We are all paying for a party we weren't 
quite invited to. I want to see my MP and leaders 
start fighting for a tax that would make Robin Hood 
proud. 

RACHEL MAULLIN 
Hyde Road 
Wolverhampton 

Thanks to volunteers 
and many fundraisers 

As we near the end of the year and I celebrate my 
10th anniversary as Patron of Breast Cancer Care, 
it gives me a chance to reflect on the incredible work 
I have seen from our volunteers across the UK. It 
makes me feel very privileged to be a part of this 
fantastic charity. 

Breast Cancer Care is the leading UK support 
charity for people with this devastating disease and 
has a great support network across Britain. 

Our 500 volunteers do amazing work in offering 
emotional support to people diagnosed and spread¬ 
ing the breast aware message. And of course there 
are thousands of inspirational fundraisers, whose 
generosity allows Breast Cancer Care to offer all of 
its services free of charge. 

For example, so far this year our free helpline has 
taken almost 13,000 calls from people looking to us 
for support and information. This year we became 
the first UK charity to mark Secondary Breast 
Cancer Awareness Day, which recognised all those 
living with incurable breast cancer - something 
that had never been done in the UK before and that 
shows our commitment to supporting everyone 
affected by the disease, at every stage. 

Your readers’ support has had a huge effect on so 
many people during 2010. Wishing all your readers 
a very Happy Christmas! 

GERI HALLIWELL 
Patron 
Breast Cancer Care 


LOUISE LOOKS BACK 50 YEARS 



Christmas was especially an occasion for the 
young ones as Santa visited the Goodyear Tyre 
Company’s children’s party to hand out presents 



Customers who sent 
furniture to be 
repaired at Bellerby’s 
upholstery shop, 
Dudley Road, Wolver¬ 
hampton, were in for a 
shock. A fire had 
gutted Bellerby’s and 
everything had gone 
up in smoke. 

All that had been 
left of the £500 worth 
of three-piece suites 
and fireside chairs 
were mounds of black 
ash in the small two- 
storey premises. 
Unfortunately there 
was no way of letting 
customers know 
because the records of 
their names and 
addresses went up in 
smoke as well. 

That was what was 


worrying the propri¬ 
etor, 29-year-old Mr 
Maurice Greaves, who 
stood in his gutted 
workshop, surveyed 
the debris and said, 
“I’m trying to rack my 
memory for the names 
of the owners so that I 
can tell them what 
happened. 

“Most had brought 
their furniture along 
for re-covering in time 
for Christmas, and 
they’re expecting 
delivery any day now.” 

All Mr Greaves 
could do was to put an 
advertisement in the 
press and hope that 
customers would see it 
and contact him. 

There was no other 
way of tracing them. 


1 

Mr Greaves said he was 
just getting into the swing 
of things and business was 
looking good when this 
happen. 

The insurance would 
cover the £500 worth of 
stock and specialised tools 
but Mr Greaves would have 
to start his business from 
scratch again. 


Name in Sport 

Brenda Cook of Bilston 
Harriers won the West Mid¬ 
lands Ladies Invitation 
cross-country race at Har- 
borne. Bilston also won the 
team race. 


LEFT: Pictured with Father 
Christmas are some of the 
330 children who crowded 
into the YMCA Hall in Thorn- 
ley Street to enjoy them¬ 
selves at the Chronicle 
Children’s Club party and 
make a contribution to the 
WVS food parcels for the old 
people of Wolverhampton 

RIGHT: Outside the traffic 
roared by on a bitterly cold 
night, but in the porchway of 
an old people’s home, carol 
singers, dressed in thick 
coats and scarves, warm the 
evening with Silent Night. 
They were members of Lea 
Road Congregational Church 
































































































CJI 

4lov TJX made (TaxTire 
wKiiplae *.vich BltmhoniTvd 


(!ardikel 

ChiTtem Stnuc Fireplace 
wfli a 4.2kw Fire complete 
with o 5 year ports guotrottiec 


Many more great offers in store 


E&akt&b&iand **rt}\±igtb* 
for o*25year* 

www.tlamik-ArL’placui .com 
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5 Year Warranty 
on all Paragon 
Products 
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Valor Appliances 
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measure range 

• Open living 
flame fires up 

to 4.7 KW 
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Gas Fit e 
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Ex Displays 

• Introductory 
Offers on new 
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New blitz on illegal 
camps welcomed 


NEW powers aimed at prevent¬ 
ing travellers developing illegal 
gipsy camps and using council red 
tape to stall enforcement action 
could help save the South 
Staffordshire green belt. 

One of the measures included 
in the Government’s new Local¬ 
ism Bill is to ban retrospective 
planning permission applications 
which are also subject to enforce¬ 
ment proceedings. 

Gipsies and travellers in South 
Staffordshire have exploited the 
planning system on several occa¬ 
sions by moving on to green belt 
land without consent, appealing 
against the enforcement action to 
remove them and later applying 
retrospectively for permission. 

When plans are refused by the 
council, as all such applications 
have been, the travellers appeal 
to the planning inspectorate and 


cite human rights to prompt 
further delays. 

The council has been taken to 
11 planning appeals since 2007 
with some taking more than a 
year to open, ensuring the trav¬ 
ellers remain on their chosen site 
throughout. 

New rules mean travellers will 
be able to ask for retrospective 
permission or appeal enforcement 
action - but not both. 

Protect 

South Staffordshire MP Gavin 
Williamson, who has campaigned 
for changes in the law to protect 
green belt land from gipsy sites, 
believes the bill is a crucial first 
step. 

“There is a real anger that 
current legislation creates a 
deeply unfair planning system,” 
he said. “There is one law for the 


settled community and a different 
law for travellers.” 

Featherstone and Shareshill 
councillor Bob Cope has pressed 
for action to protect councils after 
several applications in his own 
ward. He said: “This will stop 
them stringing out the planning 
process to prevent us making a 
decision. People get angry with 
the local authority because they 
feel we’re not acting, but it’s the 
system.” 

Parish councillor Barry Bond, 
who chaired an action group fight¬ 
ing plans for a pitch at Poolhouse 
Nurseries, Wombourne, said: “It 
may come too late for our case as 
a decision is due. But it could be a 
big help in future cases.” 

Under the powers councils will 
be encouraged to develop “local 
enforcement plans” which set out 
their own policies and priorities. 


Deaf dog is 
abandoned 

A DEAF dalmatian is 
in need of a loving home 
this Christmas after 
being found abandoned. 

Purdeta, who is 
around 10 weeks old, was 
brought into Sunnyside 
Kennels, Coven, near 
Wolverhampton, by a dog 
warden after being found 
roaming in Walsall. 

Kennels staff noticed 
she would not respond to 
calls and a check by a vet 
confirmed she was com¬ 
pletely deaf. Anyone who 
can home Purdeta should 
call 01902 790618. 

Stepping out 

PEOPLE can walk off 
their festive excesses in 
the South Staffordshire 
countryside. A walk from 
Himley Hall to Bag- 
geridge, Gospel End and 
Wombourne will start at 
10m on December 29 . 


Pupils tune in to world’s largest choir event 


MUSICALLY-MINDED children 
from a Codsall school joined forces with 
youngsters from across the region to 
participate in the world’s largest chil¬ 
dren’s choir event. 

Around 30 pupils from St Christo¬ 
pher’s Primary School performed at 
the Young Voices concert which was 
held for three days at Birmingham’s 
LG Arena. 

More than 8,000 children aged 8-11 
were involved in the three-day-show, 
with songs ranging from Michael 
Jackson to classic Christmas carols. 

Kathleen Brown, headteacher at St 
Christopher’s, said: “It was extremely 
inspiring. The children had to learn all 
the songs before the event so they 
worked hard for weeks. 

“The parents were all so excited and 
very supportive.” 

The school choir has been up and 
running for three years at the Wolver¬ 
hampton Road school with the group 
meeting once a week. 

Previously the choir, under the direc¬ 
tion of music teacher Lucy Barnes, 
have performed at the Dudley Music 
Festival. 


The school choir who performed at the LG Arena in Birmingham, pictured at St 
Christopher's Catholic Primary School, Codsall 
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Remains of a German Heinkel He.111 bomber shot down by Deanesley and Scott which fell 
on Hales Lane, Smethwick, in April 1941, killing seven townsfolk on the ground 


Fit Lt Edward Deanesley and Fit Sgt Jack Scott with a 256 Squadron Defiant, built in 
Wolverhampton, in which they scored their first victory in the skies above Smethwick 


The Duchess of Kent visits Wolverhampton 
Women’s National Fire Service detachment 


RAF aces ’ triumph 
marred by tragedy 

ALTHOUGH the Black Country did not suffer as much as Coventry or London, 
or even Birmingham, during the dark winter nights of 1940-41, the Luftwaffe's 
bombers did bring death and destruction to the industrial towns which the 
Germans knew were vital to the British war effort. 

But the Black Country had its own way of fighting back. On the night of April 10, 1941, 

Fit Lt. Edward Deanesley, son of a Royal Hospital surgeon, took off in his Wolverhampton- 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 




A Defiant night fighter of RAF464 Squadron 
taxiing out for a sortie over the Midlands 


built Boulton Paul Defiant night fighter 
from RAF Tern Hill, in Shropshire. Behind 
him in his gun turret, nursing four BSA- 
made Browning machine guns, was Fit Sgt 
Jack Scott a New Zealander. They were vec¬ 
tored over the Black Country where a 
heavy raid was in progress. They saw one 
German bomber silhouetted against the 
large fires on the ground, but lost it. 

Then, just before midnight, they 
glimpsed a Heinkel He.111, and Deanesley 
crept up on it, below and to the port side. 
When they were level with the bomber Sgt 
Scott opened fire with two short bursts, 
setting it alight. The Heinkel fell in flames 
and hit the cable of a barrage balloon and 


crashed in Hales Lane, Smethwick. Tragi¬ 
cally, seven people were killed in the two 
houses struck by the stricken aircraft. They 
were unable to use the Anderson shelters in 
their gardens that night because they were 
flooded. 

Deanseley landed back at Tern Hill, and 
Scott was commended for firing only 450 
rounds to destroy the bomber, one of three 
brought down that night by Defiants. 

Across the Black Country as the all-clear 
sounded, workers came out from their shel¬ 
ters and went back to their machines, 
grimly turning out munitions, and other 
essentials of war, their way of fighting 
back. In the streets the ARP wardens 


searched for survivors, and Fire Service, 
regulars and volunteers fought the flames. 

When Carlton Road, Penn, was bombed, 
locals believed the real target was the 
Fischer Bearings factory, which had once 
been German-owned. 

In the cold light of morning the day-shift 
workers came out of their houses and shel¬ 
ters, smelling smoke in the air,. Sometimes 
they had to find new ways to work, going 
around the craters and rubble, but get 
there they did. 

The Black Country was at war, and 
everyone was in the fight together, whether 
they were fighter pilots above or riveters 
and welders below. 



Destruction 
wrought by 
German 
bombers at 
the Grace 
Mary 
Estate,in 
Tividale, 
above, and 
to Carlton 
Road, 

Penn, Wol¬ 
verhamp¬ 
ton, left, in 

1940 and 

1941 
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The Alan Ward Winter Sale 

Starts Boxing Day 10.30am 


Every single item reduced across the store! 


Extra £25 off 

sale prices on every £250 
you spend until 3rd January 

Pfdc up your money-off vouchers restore! 


Plus up u> 40 months 
interest free credit* 



DamOfid collection drawn hi California Cream leather 
frnndlwhln In ft ch oke of I** or ttvk culoifw^fis 

LHOvriHiU Oi Maundy *W5 HMJFPiucccm VOUCHER PRICE £712 
ndkm to™* 0399 HALF PRICE OV9 VOUCHER PRICE £649 

VOUCHER PRICE £199 


jnthrfxtikitA 


This exclusive leather 
collection is now even 

LESS THAN 
HALF PRICE 

until 3rd January 


NgrW*£4a HMFPftJCE(2Qt 


Join u$ for extra savings on top of our already unbeatable sale prices this Boxing Day 



WjUUZTA 


We're home to all the famous brands you love at sensational sale prices 
^ inihffmrui mm - ol mi us vcnimro 


VI SPKI 


*+ n mpur; 


Alan Ward 

-♦- 

anything eke is Just furniture 
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www.nlanward.caulr 
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T (& If t) Electrical World 

Domestic - Commercial Electrical Contractors 

Your One-Stop Electrical Service, Whether You Need a Full 
Rewire or Want to Purchase a Chandelier We Can Help! 


UCHTINC 

McvforM.caiJtewyiicvrwy ond b&jitto/url 
foj,hfwi 3 , FetfSi'e lighting, 

LL D fcy.e fgfifiVi j, wriiety ofcdans, 

fable la aj>s, 

Ouidccr Pgha 

bath loan J'jfitmwf <111 \h nvch nue 

VARJUCHT DECORATIVE 
SOCKETS & SWITCHES 

FJatPlvte 
Saeitfess Finish 
Ctaszc ku\ge 
fit Gfoc t/Wtfte 
Hi Gloss h1<K~k 
Vl'cote/i fi/xsh 
Pewter GncuAlftp, Cfticvne, 
jrntifi /ixicfi irme 

ELECTRIC UNDERFLOOR 
HEATING 

10 Yew or 20 Vfecri S ystwus 
K\ ts>3\nrfhtte fa' either imrfer 
teivtric dies or nxxxien flooring 
IhexAiostiHs, 

Free Design service, 

Scr^i^Jv oi tostirfl here c rt TteT we co/i rfott, 
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SHOWROOM 
OPENING ON 
IANUARY 4TH 


HEATING 

Convector Hesters 
PctikvI Heaters 
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Stir (four, Dinyitej*', Mpscni, 
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SECURITY 

CCTVtots 
Secitirh* lighting 
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systems end mi tcU mttch /nore 

Huge Selection of 
Products Available, 

Decorative Celling ftiiis; 
Ixtmctor fans 
ftuttceff Sot testes* 
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Outdoor sachets and switches* 
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Cen oxif Heitfng thermostats 
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Opening Hours 


Monday - Friday 
09,00 W 17.00pm 
Saturdays 
09.00 Till 13.00pm 



Tel: 0845 094 5380 Fax: 01543 651076 
www.electricalcontractoruk.com 

498 Stafford Road, Oxley. Wolverhampton. WV106AN 
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Rolls-Royce 
site for sale 
as firm folds 


AN HISTORIC 
former Rolls-Royce 
factory is being sold 
after the firm that 
owned it went into 
administration. 

The office and indus¬ 
trial building in Etting- 
shall, Wolverhampton, 
has been rented out to 
small businesses since 
Rolls-Royce scaled back 
its operation in 2003 with 
the loss of 94 jobs. 

It used to be home to 
the components division 
of Rolls-Royce Nuclear 
Engineering which was 
in Spring Road for 100 
years. 

Conference 

Hundreds of staff 
would make the heat 
exchangers which were 
used to cool down gas on 
North Sea rigs before it 
was piped to the main¬ 
land. 

The building has been 
put on the market after 
Saturn Facilities, which 
has been running the site 
as a conference venue 
and letting offices, called 
in receivers. 

No price has been fixed 
for the 44,616 sq ft office 
and a 5,000 sq ft indus¬ 
trial building but estate 
agents Jones Lang 
LaSalle, which is mar¬ 
keting it, say they expect 
a six-figure sum. 

Simon Dicken, associ¬ 
ate director, said: “There 
isn’t really a value that 
we can put on the build- 



For sale - the former Rolls-Royce factory 

ing. It’s an historic site thousands of manufac- 
because of its past with turing jobs that we have 
Rolls-Royce.” lost in the Black Country. 

Former MP Dennis “I hope that it is not 
Turner, now Baron inevitable that the site 
Bilston, had appealed to will end up used for stock 
the government for help holding or as a ware- 
to keep the components house, as so many former 
division there before it factories tend to end up.” 
shut seven years ago. The rest of the former 

He said: “It would have Rolls-Royce business is 
been much better to see now run by Nuclear 
that site continue to Engineering Services in 
produce goods for our a deal which saved the 
country. remaining 90 Rolls- 

“It makes one despair Royce staff. It now 
to think of the many employs 200 people. 

Award for student 

A TALENTED marketing student from the Uni¬ 
versity of Wolverhampton is celebrating after 
winning a top international award. 

Jeremy Bridgman, aged 52, was presented with 
the Worldwide Top Student and Hays Marketing 
Recruitment Award by the Chartered Institute of 
Marketing (CIM). The prestigious award is pre¬ 
sented to the person who gains the highest mark for 
a paper on Managing Corporate Reputation globally. 

Jeremy, from Walsall, was also awarded with a 
£860 scholarship towards completing part 2 of the 
Chartered Postgraduate Diploma. 


Such a n-ice way to 


boost school funds 




Teaching assistants Liz Sond and Louise Jones 


THE car park of a Wolverhampton 
school was turned into an ice rink - but 
the seasonal switch had nothing to do 
with the weather. 

It was the star attraction of a winter 
fair held at Fallings Park Primary 
School and helped draw a bumper 
crowd. 

The rink had space for 30 skaters at 
a time and had been hired for the day 
by parents of children at the school. 


There were also 30 stalls offering a 
variety of well-known attractions 
which had been given a special festive 
feel. They included a bucking reindeer, 
a whack-the-penguin game and Santa 
10-pin bowling. 

Jon Hopkins, headteacher of the 
400-pupil school, said: “This is the first 
year we have hired an ice rink but it 
was a very popular draw.” 

Proceeds will go to school funds. 
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Nine-month sprint for 
marathon fundraisers 


PREPARATIONS were today under 
way for next year’s Wolverhampton 
Marathon - as organisers urged local 
charities to get in touch. 

Organisers have turned their attentions 
to next year’s fundraising extravaganza, 
nine months before runners take to the 
streets. The 14th annual run is, sponsored 
by Carvers. 

It is due to take place on September 4 
next year. 

The organising committee is appealing 
to local charities to register their interest 
in becoming a beneficiary of the 2011 
event. 

The event will include a marathon, half 
marathon, relay challenge, family cycle 
ride and children’s mini-marathon. 

This year’s event raised £19,000 with 
proceeds split between Beacon Centre for 
the Blind, Samaritans of Wolverhampton, 
the MS Therapy Centre and the Mayoral 
Charity Fund. 

Marshals 

Ivan Savage, committee chairman, said: 
“Last year each of the four charities 
received a cheque for £4,750. 

“We are appealing to charities working 
in the Wolverhampton area to send in 
their applications, in writing, on their offi¬ 
cial charity letterheads. 

“We start preparations so early because 
we have to get a shortlist of charities from 
the applications and they have to go before 
the committee in January. 

To qualify for consideration charities 
have to provide a representative to attend 
the monthly marathon committee meet¬ 
ings at Birmingham Midshires HQ, Pen- 
deford, and must be able to provide a 
minimum of 20 marshals. 

Charity representatives are urged to 
write to Ivan Savage, Carvers Building 
Supplies, Littles Lane, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1JY, and the deadline is Friday, 
January 14. 


Evidently the best course 

A COURSE nt Wolverhampton Univer¬ 
sity has received the Forensic Skillsmark. 
It is the first university in the West Mid¬ 
lands to receive the recognition for its BSc 
(Hons) Forensic Science course. 



Walking officer Mark Evans and ex-Wolves goalkeeper Matt Murray led the festive 
walk promoting health benefits of walking at West Park, Wolverhampton 

Matt’ll do nicely for health walk 


FORMER Wolves goalkeeper Matt 
Murray led a festive stroll around a city 
park to launch a scheme promoting the 
health benefits of walking. 

Donning a Santa cowboy hat and a tinsel 
scarf, the retired shot-stopper strode along¬ 
side dozens of residents at West Park to 
boost Wolverhampton Primary Care 
Trust’s Walking for Health project. 

More than 30 health walks are being 
organised in the city each week. 

Mark Evans, community walking officer 


for the PCT, said: “There’s no better way to 
escape the stresses and strains of Christ¬ 
mas preparations than with a bracing walk 
in the fresh air. 

“We were delighted Matt agreed to put on 
his Santa hat and join in the fun.” 

For details on the festive walks, includ¬ 
ing a timetable of other walks taking place 
in the city people should contact the 
Walking for Health scheme by telephoning 
019020 444601. 
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New Cross axes 
theatres project 


A DEVELOPMENT which would have trans¬ 
formed emergency care at Wolverhampton’s New 
Cross Hospital has been scrapped. 

The emergency portal was to have housed two 
operating theatres, but has been dropped as part of 
a package of cuts. It would have linked the emer¬ 
gency assessment unit with the accident and emer- 


Tankard 
treat for 
beer fan 

A BEER lover who has 
dedicated 60 years to 
sampling pints of 
Banks’s has been made a 
special envoy for the 
brewery. 

Earlier this month the 
Chronicle reported how 
Harley Chamberlain, of 
Pendeford, enjoyed a sur¬ 
prise tour of Banks’s 
brewery, in Bath Road, 
Wolverhampton, for his 
86th birthday. 

Head brewer Richard 
Frost was so impressed 
with Mr Chamberlain’s 
dedication to ale that he 
invited him on a VIP tour 
and bestowed him with 
the special accolade. 

Mr Frost said: “This 
honorary title has never 
been bestowed on anyone 
before. We’re delighted 
that Mr Chamberlain is 
as passionate as we are 
about our beers and are 
proud to call him our 
envoy, testing Banks’s 
across the region.” 

Mr Chamberlain was 
given his own engraved 
Banks’s beer tankard, 
and said: “My family 
were publicans at 
Banks’s pubs in the 
1930s and it is something 
that has been in my 
family ever since.” 


gency department. 

The portal was one of a 
number of options being 
looked at to boost trauma 
care, but now health 
bosses are looking at 
merging the two units . 

A public meeting to 
discuss options has been 
arranged for January 24 
at the Medical Institute. 

New Cross Hospital 
spokeswoman Samantha 
Turner said: “It will give 
key stake-holders, 
including patient groups, 
a chance to talk about 
what they want from the 
service. 

Summer 

“There will be a 
meeting in February to 
discuss feedback before it 
goes to our business arm 
on April 1.” 

There will be a series of 
monthly meetings follow¬ 
ing that to keep the 
momentum for the 
scheme going before 
work starts in the 
summer. 

The new service is 
expected to be up and 
running by December 
next year, she added. 

This follows the 
announcement that the 
hospital is axing hun¬ 
dreds of staff due to cuts 
to the NHS budget. Some 
300 jobs will go over the 
next five years across all 
areas, through natural 
wastage. 

Bosses are looking to 
save £9m this year, then 
around £10m a year. 





Dora at 100, with younger sisters Mary and Nell 

Tributes to librarian 


FORMER Wolverhampton newspaper librarian 
Dora Roston has died aged 102. The Oxford graduate 
worked for Express & Star in Queen Street for 35 
years and was the head librarian, keeping track of 
story cuttings and photographs. 

She lived with her sister, 100-year-old Nell 
Roston, at St Philips Avenue, Penn Fields, until she 
suffered a fall seven weeks ago. The eldest of five, 
she was brought up in Great Brickkiln Street, where 
her father owned a factory making files for locks. 

The former Wolverhampton Girls High School 
pupil studied modern greats at St Hilda’s College, 
Oxford, learned Russian and travelled widely. 

She joined the Express & Star in 1933, launching 
the library system that records stories and pictures 
- the forerunner to today’s electronic files that are an 
essential tool for journalists. 


Crushing 
response 
to bike 
hazards 

MORE than 250 
motorcycles have been 
seized by police across 
the Black Country and 
Birmingham since the 
beginning of the year — 
with almost half of them 
crushed. 

Wolverhampton and 
Sandwell had the most 
motorbikes and Mini- 
motos seized for offences 
such as no driving licence 
or insurance. Police said 
the majority of the 80 
vehicles crushed were 
“nuisance” mini-motos 
that have plagued fields, 
parks and estates. 

In Wolverhampton, 50 
motorcycles, including 
mini-motos, were seized 
and 28 were crushed 
between January 1 and 
November 30. 

Forty nine were seized 
in Sandwell and 18 were 
sent to the crusher and 
41 confiscated in Dudley 
and 20 crushed. 

Walsall had 14 
crushed. 

West Midlands Police 
spokeswoman Sarah 
Astbury said: “Mini 
motorbikes, or Mini- 
motos, are not approved 
for road use so can only 
legally be driven on 
private land with the per¬ 
mission. of the 
landowner.” 


£20k raid trial 

SHANE Stone, 28, of 
Chainmakers Close, 
Coseley, and Frank 
Wilde, 30, of Berry Bush 
Gardens, Sedgley, were 
bailed by Walsall magis¬ 
trates on December 12 to 
await Crown Court trial, 
accused of a £20,000 bur¬ 
glary of castings from 
MJM Fettling, Blaken- 
hall, Wolverhampton. 
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Home of Furniture 



ANYTHING GOES. EVERYTHING GOES 


for sate 


Sell anything* up to the value of £1000 with a Free Classified 
Private Ad and turn your unwanted items in to cash... 

With an audience of 650,000 local people each week, there’s 
a very good chance we know someone who’ll buy it. 


*Terms and conditions apply 


classified 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling. 


01902 317878 

Express & Star | The Chronicle | www.expressandstar.com 
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E?*?* Peril ced to 

JO'CCn 

rwd hr»th 
pemci 




£389 


se mi recess baan 
Designer back to wall pan 

50 O/o OFF 1 * Delux soft close seat 

Smmr encloses I wrth ever 7 Purchase over £750 
M ~f Montrose Furniture 


m mnsEt 


VANITY 

UNITS 

Sort dose doors 
Conplobb ulth 
UtrecosbaelfL 

-199 
“111 9 
5 ■£129 
HE 199 
"1219 


L PET iME GUARANI 0E 


WOLVERHAMPTON OPEN 6 DAYS 

90-92 TRYSULL ROAD 9-6 Monday-Saturday 
MERRY HILL ample free par king 

01902 345245 


DUDLEY OPEN 7 DAYS 

2-7 BRADLEY STREET 9-s Monday-Saturday 

PFNSNETT Latu‘HI 8 Thursday 

01384 263626 11 4 Sunday 
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Rill’s January SALE 


Sleep«ezee 

Memory ScrMtfon 

Dcwble Otvar with SCO pocket springs, 
topped with manory fodm and complete 

with 2 J ev/tf i. 

Aboft'/ttinbLc in V 9 T. 


n&c 28^ 

low nt 



l '.V :i : 


Deluxe Charm 

Nc-turn rn*ttrea&, 
Quilted ccvrr 
with two tots-of i 
Indr^ycrdcmtly 
working springs, 
Alible height 
Tattre** for 

comfort 0 


ijpaMt 


A 



Memoiy Sensation j 




Bethany 

• Two Drawer Divan n e firm top bane. a 
Abo available In 3* & 3* 
T^cry body deserves anc I | 


Absolute Luxury 

Double stee 2 Drarwer Dir/on Bed 
also amiable In both 
3 ' 4 > BP 


Absolute Luxury 








5ss»* > 

£389 > 


FREE Delivery and we can also arrange the removal of your old Red. Please Ask for Details. 


Lots of SALE OFFERS in store & BEAT The VAT RJSE on Jan 4th 


torture Myaepa ad <c 

Singh Size 

Dfyon Bod. 


TM 


... 



US 

L= ^ri 



Mattresses 

sirgts • doubts * king 


Con forma Manor 

fcuurs Two >/iv*rr 
f Dtw^n Bed avaldbl* 
in both 3 ? <C fi 5\ 


Corifbrma 


mgk‘ 


A mcArw 

selection of 

rruhreurv 



r *>im wait* «/erenca \>t wik* <u 


Ron’sFurnishers 

37yrs Reputation built on quality, trust & service 

13-14 Mar* Lane Parada, Fonfmuaat, Stafford Rd. Wohwtwmpton WV106RT 

Tel: 01902 783 847 £9 NH -> 
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Otte* a 


We will move your furniture, 
take up your old carpet and 

alter doors - ask in store wticn 
ordering your floor covering. 


We have a large range of vinyl floor coverings 
stylish, hard wearing-and most Importantly cost effective! 


Superbly Crafted 
Motorised Chairs 

_ A fcew D Ili (he 
af RtMMdton • 


37yrs Reputation built on quality.trust & service 

\\ ff M t*UUe*L»«IWfc 

H ■ gptfhcjw Staffed Tvc! 

5|5l ■ tforciMTFioiWYiofi'r 


Tel; 01902 783 847 


And '/micar trythl* <fw ffn the cc■forte'voir c.vn **cmc 
For itila Nd Cto ^ot ooto fcjy fwvvio* pimply cell 

01902 783 847 


1 V7V1 

[rj 

























Page 20 WOLVERHAMPTON CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23 2010 


Dream WINTER 
world SALE 


HUGE SELECTION 

MANY ITEMS LESS THAN HALF PRICE! 

STARTS 27th DEC 10.30am 






# No deposit • null ini) to pay until 2012 # Up to 3 yeiii s irIciest free ciedit 



3+2 Seater w*p.«s 

teadier JTqc 

sofa ijinji 




Electric 

adjustable beds 

■ €299 



Dining Table 
and 

0 leather 
Chairs 



— •. s-*. n 

.i, ■ ' s' 

f, ' 


Large Display of 
carpets al for 
imneiliate % 
tteSvery 


Rise and Reciner 
Chairs 

From 

£295 


One Luxury Divan Bed 

Was SM SAVE £400 





Dream 
world , 

Free 

quotations 




cus 



Dreamworld Furniture has over 
30 years of trading behind them. 
Nobody does it better? it’s a name 
your can trustf 

BEST prices * BEST choice • BEST service 

£1,000 part exchange 
on your old suite 


8 Stallings Lane, 
Kingswinford 
Telephone 01384 285660 

, J OjJtn Mi>ml«/-Snliiriiiiy 10 am - S|Mrt 
■hH Sunday 10.30 am-4.30 pm IiTjI 
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im 


NEVLY RERJRBtSHED SHOWROOM 


COMPLETELY FITTED LUXURIOUS BEDROOM SET 






!§£- 1 




m ■ «*< 



GLASS DINING TABLE COMPLETE WITH 4 CHAIRS 



PHEONIX COMPLETE BEDROOM SET 


0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

43-49 Lichfield Street Bilstoii, West Midlands, WV14 QAJ 
Tel: 01902 490992 Email info@claBsicfumiture.biz 

www.ckissicfumituipe.biz 


OPENING TIMES 

Rian • Pit 8.30 • 8 wi; Sat 10 n • • im; SUii 11 am • S urn 
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thechronicle 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Gripping reads for youngsters 


C REATOR of Percy Jackson, 
former teacher Rick Riordan 
returns to Camp Half Blood to 
introduce a new generation of demi¬ 
gods in Heroes of Olympus: The 
Lost Hero (hardback, Puffin, 
£12.99), first in a new spin-off series. 

Dyslexia and ADHD goes with the terri¬ 
tory when you’re a demi-god and the trio of 
Jason, Piper and Leo are proving a hit with 
fans of the Percy Jackson novels, which 
draw upon and update the Greek Myths — 
and now the Roman Gods are getting in on 
the act. Many young readers missing a 
certain boy wizard will find refuge in 
Riordan’s world of myths and monsters. 

Ex-Fast Show comedy actor turned 
Young Bond author Charlie Higson effi¬ 
ciently created zombie horror for a teenage 
audience in The Enemy, the twist being 
that only the over-14s become deranged 
killers and children are their prey. In his 
second book about kids joining forces in a 
bid to survive the zombie plague, The 
Dead (hardback, Puffin, £12.99), 
Higson goes back to the early days of the 
horror to follow a new bunch of survivors. 
It’s gory, scary, fast-paced stuff for kids with 
nerves of steel. 

Criminal mastermind Artemis Fowl is 
turning 15 and becoming a nice guy who 
wants to save the world in Eion Colfer’s 
seventh adventure for the anti-Potter, 
Artemis Fowl and the Atlantis Complex 
(hardback, Puffin, £12.99). Wildly imagina¬ 
tive, with fairies, robots and, again, 
zombies, plus plenty of humour from the 
Irish author. As for Artemis becoming nicer, 
forget it, it’s his multi-personality disorder. 

Neverland meets Narnia meets Lost on 
the magical island of Tamarind, lost in its 
own Bermuda triangle. Readers first 
encountered Tamarind in The Lost Island 
of Tamarind (paperback, Puffin, £6.99) 
when a family were cast away there by a 
storm, the children facing perils to be 
reunited with their parents. Now the chil¬ 
dren must go back to the mystic island to 
save it from the growing danger of the ‘Red 
Coral’ in Bermuda-born author Nadia 
Aguiar’s sequel Secrets of Tamarind 
(paperback, Puffin, £6.99). 

Children will find poetry that they can 
identify with in Michael Rosen’s Big Book 
of Bad Things (paperback, Puffin, 
£7.99). The former Children’s Laureate 
engages youngsters with his verses about 
bullies and other bad things. His poems are 
funny, sometimes poignant and show how 
poetry can be layered with meaning. 

Marcus Sedgwick could well win another 
major children’s book prize with his atmos- 


O f 19 ROfcSOT O 

ft'YMPLQ 


RICK ft IORDAN 


pheric gothic thriller White Crow (hard¬ 
back, Orion, £9.99). A bored city girl in a 
village that’s slowly being reclaimed by the 
sea forges a friendship with an other¬ 
worldly school drop-out. They become 
linked with an 18th Century clergyman 
who witnessed strange experiments into 
life after death conducted by the mysteri¬ 
ous scientist or sorcerer Dr Barrieux. The 
story criss-crosses between three narrators 
but the doomed village of Winterfold is well 
conjured and the story grips. Sedgwick has 
a fine turn of phrase, such as when the elfin 
Ferelith says that the books are dying on 
the shelves of the tatty village library. This 
is probably his best since his vampire 
thriller My Swordhand is Singing. 

Sedgwick also writes for young children 
and his kind of Gormenghast for kids (with 
a hint of Addams Family), the Raven Mys¬ 
teries, continues with the fourth volume 
Vampires And Volts (hardback, Orion, 
£8.99) when you know Halloween is going 
to be extra special at Castle Otherhand. 
That follows Lunatics And Luck (hard¬ 
back, Orion, £7.99), as Edgar the Raven 
discover more dark deeds and spooky 
secrets at Otherhand, including a hairy 
howling school teacher. 

Mermaids, vampire eels, a talking 
bulldog, ghosts and pirates... there are no 
limits to Michelle Lovric’s imagination. In 
her sequel to The Undrowned Child, The 
Mourning Emporium (hardback, 
Orion, £10.99) Teodora - the undrowned 


child — is back with some heroic orphans 
trying to save Venice (again) and a London 
facing peril in the aftermath of Queen Vic¬ 
toria’s death. A wonderful watery fantasy 
with some accurate historical tidbits and 
genuinely creepy bits. 

In John Brindley’s highly original 
thriller Blood Crime (paperback, 
Orion, £6.99) a boy trapped inside his body 
by a coma mentally races around his arter¬ 
ies and organs in a bid to find out who and 
why someone wants him dead. 

Not another teen paranormal romance, 
you may think, but actually Finding Sky 
(paperback, Oxford, £8.99) is better 
than a Twilight clone. Our heroine Sky is an 
English girl, adopted, who has gone to 
America with her parents. On starting at 
high school she catches a glimpse of bad boy 
Zed and from then on she can’t get him out 
of her head... he talks to her in her 
thoughts. 

The prolific Geraldine McCaughrean, 
best known for penning the official Never¬ 
land sequel Peter Pan in Scarlet, returns to 
the young characters first encountered in 
Stop The Train on the prairies of 1890s 
America in Pull Out All The Stops! 
(hardback, Oxford £12.99). This time 
Cissy and Kookie go full steam ahead into a 
new adventure when an epidemic sees 
them sent to stay with their old school 
teacher and her theatre company on a Mis¬ 
souri River showboat. It’s an evocation of an 
era and location probably unfamiliar to 
most children. Maybe it will encourage 
some to explore further by reading Mark 
Twain. In Loving Spirit (paperback, 
Puffin, £5.99) pony story specialist Linda 
Chapman aims for a slightly older audience 
(12 to 14ish) about a lonely orphan girl who, 
newly arrived in England to stay on a farm 
with family who seem like strangers, forms 
a bond with the grey horse Spirit. 

The last few Loriens, the human-like sur¬ 
vivors of an alien planet destroyed by the 
evil Mogadorians, have taken refuge on 
Earth but now their enemy has tracked 
them down and is picking them off, one by 
one. That’s the set-up for I Am Number 
Four (hardback, Razorbill Penguin, 
£12.99) by Pittacus Lore, the pen name for 
the partnership of Jobie Hughes and James 
Frey. The intended fourth victim, John 
Smith, is hiding in plain sight as an Amer¬ 
ican high school student. He has to call 
upon all his extraterrestrial abilities in 
order to protect himself and those he holds 
dear. Efficiently written but with little 
depth, this moves at a fast-pace from action 
scene to action scene and is about to be a 
film produced by Steven Spielberg. 

Leon Burakowski 



Magic, madcap mirth 
and a feast of nostalgia 


MERLIN SERIES 3 (PG) 

THE first volume of the latest series, 
episodes one to six, is out now with the 
second volume and the complete series 
released on January 24. 

The tale of the boy wizard, going back to 
the teenaged years of the magician whilst 
learning his craft at Camelot, is very much a 
re-writing of the King Arthur legends for a 
modern audience. There is more than hint of 
the Potter movies about this good-looking 
show, which has been a big hit in the Doctor 
Who slot on BBCTV. Weaknesses in the script 
are made up for with some nifty CGI effects. 

There are plenty of reliable actors in the 
cast including Richard Wilson as Arthur’s 
mentor Gaius and Anthony Head as nasty 
King Uther with guest appearances by such 
as Mark Williams, Emilia Fox and - always 
good value — Miriam Margolyes. 

THE GOODIES: 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
EDITION; THE GOODIES... AT LAST; THE 
GOODIES AT LAST - BACK FOR MORE 
AGAIN 

Monty Python got the plaudits but 
arguably The Goodies were as influential on 
comedy in the 1970s. The trio of Bill Oddie, 
Graeme Garden and Tim Brooke-Taylor, like 
the main Pythons all members of Cambridge 
University’s Footlights Club, blended slap¬ 
stick, satire and surrealism. 

For many, the vision of a giant kitten 
demolishing the Post Office Tower is as much 
a part of the 70s as tank tops and T Rex. They 
certainly influenced the wave of “alternative” 

TV comedy that followed, particularly The 
Young Ones and Bottom. 

The 40th anniversary set contains 32 
episodes over eight discs, including their investiga¬ 
tion into the ancient Lancastrian art of Ecky Thump. 

The two-disc At Last includes Twinkle the kitten 
let loose on London and the two-disc Back For More 
Again sees The Goodies enlist the help of a giant 
Dougal from the Magic Roundabout. 

VAL PARNELL S SUNDAY NIGHT AT THE LONDON 
PALLADIUM 

From ITV’s opening weekend to the end of the 
1960s, with a revival in the mid-70s, Sunday Night 
at the London Palladium had the nation glued to its 
screens. It was the big variety show in the age when 
TV really took off and viewers delighted in their 
weekly diet of showbiz razzamatazz from the West 
End. OK, one or two of the variety acts look pretty 
lame now, the dancers are rather chunky for modern 
tastes and the jokes don’t have the same snap. But 


six episodes are now 
available on DVD 

this is a feast of nostalgia, featuring singers such as 
the jazz great Sarah Vaughan and that smooth 
crooner Bobby Darin, a youthful Adam Faith with 
the John Barry Seven, and comedy turns including 
the late, great Beryl Reid doing her best Brummie as 
Marlene. 

But some things don’t change... one of the main 
presenters of the primetime weekend TV show 50 
years ago was Bruce Forsyth. 

One of the more curious broadcasts of the three- 
disc set is the strike edition from February 1961, a 
two-hander featuring only Brucie and Norman 
Wisdom. It is sad that some of the recordings have 
been lost, including those featuring The Beatles, 
Peter Cook and Dudley Moore, Sammy Davis Jr and, 
in her final appearance at the Palladium, Judy 
Garland. 

Leon Burakowski 
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Funeral Services 


SOFA KING 


8PtEGESLMJES - BEDS- HOUSEHOLD 
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At Specsavers, 
the price of 
your hearing aids 
includes everything 
you need 

Complete digital hearing 
package from £495 


When you buy a hearing aid there are extras you'll need to get the 
most out of it, which can add significantly to the price. 

Not any more. We're changing the way that you buy hearing aids 
by including all the essential extras in the price. At Specsavers, you 
will only ever be seen by a qualified Hearing Aid Audiologist and our 
advance range of digital hearing aids uses the latest technology from 
world-leading manufacturers. 

Our hearing aid package includes two hearing aids for the price of 
one, four years' worth of batteries and aid enhancements such as 
directional microphones and auto telephone/telecoil. And for peace 
of mind, we will also guarantee your hearing aids for four years to 
include accidental damage. All of this from £495. 

Book a free hearing test or find out more 
at specsavers.co.uk/hearing 

Wolverhampton 126 Salop Street. 

Tel: 01902 713 555 



Bilston 84 Church Street. 
Tel: 01902 407 940 


Hearing Centres 


2 for 1 offer applies to Specsavers’ advance range. Both hearing aids 
for customer’s sole use. Cannot be used with other offers. Offer ends 
1 January 2011. 

©2010 ipecs;ivei"s HeEincaneGroup Limited. All riehts reserved. 
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This 500 has a downsized engine but doesn’t turn its back on style or fun, says lain Dooley 

Mini marvel for the masses 


WITH car makers keen 
to reduce emissions and 
save fuel these days, one 
obvious place to start is 
weight reduction. 

And what better way to cut 
unnecessary weight than to 
streamline a car’s engine - 
downsizing is the new black. 

Fiat has long held a reputation 
for engine development, and it’s 
now halved the cylinder count for 
its popular 500. 

Dubbed ‘TwinAir’ the 500’s 0.9- 
litre, twin-cylinder petrol unit 
offers significant savings over a 
larger four-pot motor in terms of 
economy, emissions and, unsur¬ 
prisingly, weight. Fiat says this 
engine will be the first of many 
aiming to reduce emissions levels 
to new lows well in advance of any 
country-specific legislation. 

Upshot 

The upshot for the consumer is 
a 500 with more character. When 
it first appeared some observers 
were disappointed by its lack of a 
technological highlight. The car 
was a faithful, if larger, reproduc¬ 
tion of a classic but there were no 
ground-breaking features. 

That’s changed with the arrival 
of Fiat’s TwinAir engine, and it’s 
difficult to think of a more appro¬ 
priate home for this remarkable 
little motor. 



The TwinAir’s engine note is addictive 






stereotype if it tried. Fiat’s engineers 
have done an excellent job of isolating 
the traditional characteristics of such 
an engine — noise, vibration and 
harshness - and it proves a charming 
companion. You immediately warm 
to its slightly offbeat angry bumble 
bee note. 

Such a signature tune is perfectly 
in keeping with the 500’s visual 
charm and will have you grinning 
like a child with a chocolate bar to 
itself. And boy, is that engine note 
addictive. The unit’s smooth power 
delivery and ample torque ensure 
that you’re never left stranded. 


Sprightly 


Kit levels mirror the regular 

Borrowing Fiat’s recent Multiair 
development - where airflow into the 
engine is managed electronically 
cylinder by cylinder through the 
unit’s inlet valves, not the throttle — 
this two-cylinder engine is the 
product of a clean-sheet design, a new 
type of turbocharger and a few 
hundred million Euros. 

In reality Fiat’s achievement is 


Fiat 500 The TwinAir proves that halving the number of cylinders doesn’t mean halving the fun 

worthy of significant praise. In 85 Granted, the 500 is hardly a big car, of the ownership experience, however, 
horsepower trim - 105bhp turbo and but that’s a 15 per cent C02 reduction Turn the key and you enter a new 
65bhp non turbo variants are sched- over a regular 1.2-litre petrol 500. If world of two-cylinder fun. Save for a 
uled to follow - you get the power, you opt for Fiat’s ‘Dualogic’ semi-auto few hardy souls who have grappled 
accelerative punch and cruising gearbox, the numbers are better still, with Citroen’s 2CV, most people will 
ability of a traditional small capacity at 70.6mpg and 92g/km respectively. have no prior experience of two-cylin- 
four-cylinder petrol car but with the It only takes a minute to realise der engines. 

economy and, crucially emissions of how much this particular 500 could Unlike the iconic tin snail, Fiat’s 
something much smaller. How does save you in fuel and tax over the 500 TwinAir couldn’t be further from 
68.9mpg and 95g/km C02 sound? course of a few years. That’s only part the wheezy, underpowered two-pot 


A predictably sprightly performer 
around town, the 500 TwinAir is 
equally at home away from the city 
limits. The car’s sensibly spaced gear 
ratios do much to enhance engine 
flexibility, while, overtaking requires 
less planning than you might 
imagine and maintaining motorway 
speed is easier than you think. 

Since its launch the 500 has sold 
well, but was in need of something 
special to lift it above its rivals. With 
its clever TwinAir engine, Fiat has 
set a new benchmark for engine tech¬ 
nology. 

With equipment levels mirroring 
that of the regular four-cylinder 
model line-up and positioned price- 
wise a step above the entry-level 500, 
the TwinAir variant is not about sac¬ 
rificing creature comforts in the 
pursuit of saving fuel and money. 



In partnership with ExpiTGSS & StcllT www.expressandstar.com/motors 
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BMW draws on motor racing expertise to produce its stunning new performance coupe 



An excellent power to weight ratio will enable BMW’s 1 Series M Coupe to outperform the previous M3 



The 1 Series M Coupe powers to 62mph in 4.9 seconds 


A Boston leather cabin, with sport seats, is standard 


Hottest BMW 1 
Series unveiled 


Directory Jobs Motors Prooory 


nobody gets you closer 

Express & Star 


With over half a million 
visitors to expressandstar. 
com every month, isn’t it 
time you took a look to see 
what all the fuss is about? 






Yes there’s news, sport and entertainment - 
but that’s not all. We have recently launched 
the following brand new online services: 


A comprehensive jobsite with over 
4000 West Midlands job listings 



A leading motoring site with 1000’s 
of new & used cars for sale 



A fully-featured property site with 
over 10,000 properties available 


& A powerful local business directory 
from LocalMole 


You can get it all at expressandstar.com 

bookmark us now! 


in print | | online | mobile on air 


Britain’s biggest and best regional newspaper’s website 


EVERY new BMW M car 
forms part of a very special 
family tree that can trace a 
lineage of iconic performance 
road cars back to the legendary 
BMW Ml from the 1970s. 

The latest car to feature the 
letter M comes with stunning per¬ 
formance from a race-bred power- 
train, a controllable, agile and 
exploitable chassis, the finest 
materials and components, and an 
attractive, sporty design to ensure 
it takes a deserved place among 
these icons. 

The new BMW 1 Series M Coupe 
heralds the introduction of a high per¬ 
formance sports car into a compact 
design that extends the BMW M port¬ 
folio and paves the way for a wider 
audience to appreciate M car owner¬ 
ship. 

An M car has to have sublime 
driving characteristics first and fore¬ 
most, but it must look stunning too, 
and the BMW 1 Series M Coupe does 
not deviate from this formula. 

The sporty character of the BMW 1 
Series M Coupe is expressed by a dra¬ 
matic exterior design, with widened 
wheel arches, exclusive 19-inch Y- 
spoke M alloy wheels, and dual chrome 
tailpipes. 

Discreet 

A discreet spoiler lip generating 
additional downforce and a rear apron 
with side openings echoing the look of 
the front air intakes ensure the look of 
sporting intent matches the model’s 
sporting ability. L-shaped rear light 
clusters with two light banks fed by 
LED units complete the M car look. 
Exterior paint finishes are Alpine 
White non-metallic, Black Sapphire 
metallic and the exclusive Valencia 
Orange metalic. 

The BMW 1 Series M Coupe is fitted 
as standard with bi-xenon headlamps, 
and LED-fed positioning lights. A hall¬ 
mark M-branded feature is the elon¬ 
gated chrome gill element on the front 
wheel arch, while the door mirrors are 
from the BMW M3, but tuned for the 
specific aerodynamic characteristics. 

The standard sports seats in Boston 
leather feature Kyalami orange stitch¬ 
ing and offer both driver and front pas¬ 
senger excellent lateral hold. The 
interior is exclusively modelled for the 
BMW 1 Series M Coupe, with an M 
leather steering wheel and the use of 
Alcantara with Kyalami orange con¬ 
trast stitching on the door trim, door 
inserts, handbrake and gear lever 
gaiter and instrument binnacle cove. 
The M logo is also embossed in the 
front of the headrests. 

The new BMW 1 Series M Coupe has 
at its heart a high revving, in-line six- 
cylinder engine with twin tur¬ 
bocharger, direct injection technology 
and double VANOS variable valve 
timing to develop a maximum output 
of 340hp. Such performance equates to 
a highly desirable car that takes just 


4.9 seconds to accelerate from zero to 
62mph. The BMW M tuned twin-tur- 
bocharger technology used consists of 
two relatively small turbos which, 
because of their low inertia character¬ 
istics, are active even at low engine 
speeds, ensuring no turbo lag, yet a 
peak power output which is achieved 
at 5,900rpm. 

The great flexibility of the 2,979cc 
engine means that maximum torque of 
450Nm is produced from as little as 
l,500rpm. A flat torque curve for swift 
in gear acceleration sees peak torque 
maintained up to 4,500 rpm. This 
figure can be increased by another 
50Nm when the car is under full throt¬ 
tle by means of an overboost function. 
In fact, such is its stunning perform¬ 
ance and handling, it is expected to be 
significantly faster around the Nur- 
burgring Nordschleife than the previ¬ 
ous generation E46 BMW M3. 

The chassis of the BMW 1 Series M 
Coupe has been tested using BMW M 
GmbH’s racing-oriented development 
process, and uses numerous key com¬ 
ponents, originally conceived for the 
BMW M3, have been modified for use 
in this car. 

Light weight is of course vital and 
the latest M car tips the scales at 
l,495kgs courtesy of the extensive use 
of aluminium. The double pivot front 
axle and the five-link rear axle are 
made almost entirely of aluminium. 
With chassis technology derived 
directly from motor racing, a power-to- 
weight ratio of 227hp/tonne has been 
achieved. 

Footprint 

The footprint of the car is bigger 
than a standard BMW 1 Series Coupe 
with it being 55mm wider than the 
BMW 135i Coupe. The width of 1,803 
mm is the result of optimisation of the 
front and rear axle to enhance driving 
dynamics. 

As standard, BMW 1 Series M Coupe 
comes with Variable M differential 
lock, compound brakes, DSC with 
MDM and M Servotronic. The Variable 
M differential lock responds to differ¬ 
ences in rotational speeds in the rear 
wheels, redirecting torque within a 
fraction of a second for optimum trac¬ 
tion and maximum thrust on slippery 
surfaces and when accelerating out of 
bends. 

The BMW 1 Series M Coupe comes 
with an extensive range of standard 
equipment, including 19-inch Y-Spoke 
alloy wheels, two-zone air-condition¬ 
ing, cruise control, BMW Radio Busi¬ 
ness with MP3-capable CD player and 
six speakers. It also has a Boston 
leather interior with Alcantara trim 
with Kyalami orange stitching in the 
cabin. Optional extras include Comfort 
Access, Harman Kardon Surround 
Sound System, Professional Naviga¬ 
tion system with hard drive storage, 
Adaptive Headlights and High beam 
assistant. 

The BMW 1 Series M Coupe goes on 
sale in May 2011 priced at £39,990 on 
the road, with the first customer deliv¬ 
eries in May. 


Saab now bringing in 
changes for UK roads 


SAAB GB has announced a number 
of specification upgrades for the new 9- 
5 Vector SE models with immediate 
effect. 

All model year 2011 Saab 9-5 Vector 
SE models will now be fitted with 
leather-trimmed seats as standard, 
replacing the previous leather and 
textile interior trim. 

In addition, the 17-inch Blade alloy 
wheels are replaced with 18-inch 
Carve alloy wheels, improving the 
car’s aesthetic appeal. Prices are 
unchanged. 

Saab GB has also made an impor¬ 
tant change to the chassis configura¬ 
tion for all 2.0-litre TiD 160PS models 
which are equipped with manual 
transmission. 


The previous sport chassis fitted as 
standard has now been replaced with a 
revised comfort chassis specification. 

This chassis change in combination 
with the change to 18-inch alloy wheels 
improves the overall dynamic behav¬ 
iour of the vehicle. 

Jonathan Nash, Saab GB managing 
director, said: “The improved driving 
characteristics address issues related 
to ride comfort on UK roads. 

“The fact that the engineering team 
have managed to make the changes 
without affecting the impressive C02 
emissions of just 139g/km for the 
manual 2.0-litre TiD 160PS car show 
that the small independent Saab engi¬ 
neering team can respond very quickly 
to market requirements.” 
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Schooled by Clough and Revie, Pat Wright calls upon a half century of experience to coach young players 
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England’s World Cup winning captain Bobby Moore, left, 


Let the kids 
is ultimate goal 
li of academy 


Pat Wright began preparing to be a coach whilst still playing, 48 years ago - an unusual move in those days 


W HEN it comes to 
passing judgment on 
the state of youth 
development in English foot¬ 
ball, academy coach Pat Wright 
is more qualified than most. 

Mind you, anyone tutored by 
such masters of the game as Brian 
Clough and Don Revie - albeit two 
men at completely opposite ends of 
the football coaching textbook - is 
worth listening to. 

“These kids just don’t realise how 
good they’ve got it,” Pat, aged 70, told 
the Chronicle. 

As he is a man with more than 50 
years of football experience under his 
belt, it’s hard to disagree. 

Pat enjoyed a successful professional 
career in the 1960s and 70s playing for 
Birmingham City, Portsmouth, 
Shrewsbury Town and Derby County. 

The full-back has memories, includ¬ 
ing rubbing shoulders with Bobby 
Moore and Pele, and his anecdotes 
would be enough for many people to go 
on the after-dinner speaker circuit.But 
long before he’d hung up his boots for 
good Pat had begun investing in a post¬ 
playing career that would keep him 
close to the grassroots of his beloved 
game. 

Aged just 21, in what was a highly 
unusual move back then, he worked 
towards his preliminary coaching 
badges. Six years later Pat was a fully 
licensed coach, a qualification which 
would set him up for several high- 
profile coaching positions when he 
retired from on-the-field duties. 

These included stints abroad in 
Saudi Arabia with former Wolves boss 
Bill McGarry and as an assistant to 
Don Revie in the former Leeds United 
and England manager’s infamous spell 
with the United Arab Emirates, as well 
as domestic jobs at Portsmouth and as 
manager of non-league Waterlooville. 

“Looking back in hindsight it was a 
fantastic learning curve for me,” said 
Oldbury-born Pat, who lives in Great 
Barr. 

Ingrained 

“I learnt so much from Clough and 
Revie in particular. Discipline was 
paramount for Cloughie. He wanted 
neat, tidy football and for his players to 
always respect the referee. 

“Don was completely different; 
meticulous in his preparation, he was 
all about organisation and knew how to 
handle problem players and directors.” 

Experiences such as these set Pat up 
perfectly for his next move — establish¬ 
ing three youth academies in the West 
Midlands designed to nurture stars of 
the future. 

Thirty years on one of those acade¬ 
mies, in Aldridge, is still going strong 
and Pat is proud of his service to the 
game. The likes of Lee Hendrie, Sean St 
Ledger and Mark Bradley full interna¬ 
tionals for England, Republic of Ireland 
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Interview by 
Tim Spiers 


Shrewsbury Town defender Pat 
Wright. He also played for Birming¬ 
ham, Portsmouth and Derby 


and Wales, have been schooled by the 
Pat Wright Academy as well as former 
Albion winger Lloyd Dyer and current 
Notts County hotshot Ben Davies. 

“All great players,” said Pat. “I’m 
proud of each and every one of them. 
But over the 30 years I’m just as proud 
that some of my lads have gone on to 
become doctors and lawyers. 

“Not all of them are going to make it 
in football, but we try and make them 
good individuals as well - we’re breed¬ 
ing proper human beings.” 

On the field Pat, who works part- 
time at Birmingham City’s academy 
moulds his youngsters to master pos¬ 
session of the ball and become com¬ 
pletely comfortable with their 
technique during his twice-weekly ses¬ 
sions at St Francis of Assisi College, 
Aldridge. 

The lads are aged between six and 17 
and taken from across the Midlands 
and beyond. 

Off the field qualities are just as 
important to Pat. 

Respectful 

“They’ve got to turn up on time, work 
hard, behave properly be respectful 
and disciplined,” Pat added. 

“A lot of it comes from the parents 
and we need them to be on board with 
the ethos.” 

As you might expect, Pat can barely 
recognise the game of 2010 from the 
one which he embarked upon 50 years 
ago. 

“We cleaned boots at 15 and called 
the (Blues) manager Mr Merrick’. 

“It’s got more scientific now, but our 
players have got to be responsible for 
their actions - it’s a global game and 
some of the things they get up to really 
disappoint me. There’s a big responsi¬ 
bly there, to the youth of this country.” 

England’s lamentable recent failure 
at the World Cup led to calls for a com¬ 
plete overhaul of the way youngsters 
are coached and developed. 

Pat believes the pressure today’s 
young players are under can be too 
great. 

“The Midlands is a hub of activity, 
there are thousands of kids playing and 
what frustrates me is that they’re not 
being coached properly,” he said. 

“Lately, you see Spain and Germany 
coaching small-sided games from nine 
years old upwards, teaching them how 
to move and play. 

“You haven’t got parents screaming 
from the sidelines if their boy does any¬ 
thing wrong. Just let the kid play that’s 
what it’s all about.” 

And let them play he does, along with 
his trusted coaches at the academy his 
brother Bill, Shaun Edmonds and 
Danny Goddard. 

With three nine-year-olds going on to 
Aston Villa, Birmingham and Albion in 


P 




Outspoken Derby County and Nott¬ 
ingham Forest boss Brian Clough 


Former England manager Don Revie. 

Pat worked with him in the UAE 

recent weeks, it’s clear that Pat has 
still got the Midas touch when it comes 
to developing local talent. And if every 
youngster that passes through the 
academy has Pat’s ethos ingrained in 
their mind, English football has a 
bright future. 

For information about Pat 
Wright’s academy, which runs on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings, 
log on to www.patwright.co.uk or 
call 0121 357 3602. 
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selling 

The Midland’s largest 
shop window. 

650,000 potential buyers 
every week. 

Thousands of new items 
for sale every week. 
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place your ad 


by phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 8pm Mon - Fri 
8.30am - 1pm Sat 
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my-classified@expressandstar.co.uk 

online 

www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 
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office 

cancel / amend 
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10am Saturday for 
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There’s nothing like it for 
buying and selling 

01902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 
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DERBY*DUEL NOW 
•THE*NEW*YEAR 




The Hawthorns under snow - now the Black Country derby duel against Wolves is off until the new year 
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On your marks, 
time for action 

It is that time of year again - time to prepare 
for the annual Action Heart run. The Chronicle 
is continuing its long association with the 
event and is pleased to be on board once again 
for 2011. 

This will be the 21st anniversary of the 
Action Heart event and takes place on Sunday, 
February 27. The run starts and finishes at 
Russells Hall Hospital Dudley and the Chron¬ 
icle will once again be publishing a series of 
articles about the charity event, together with 
the established training programme for ‘begin¬ 
ners’ to enable them to prepare for and com¬ 
plete the five-mile course. 

An application form is printed for your use. 
Entry is limited to 1,000 (100 of which will 
again be allocated to those wishing to walk the 
course). 


ACTION HEART 5 ‘HEART RUN’ENTRY FORM 

(Sunday, February 27,2011) 


Name. 

Address.. 


.Est finish Time. 

State whether Runner / Walker. 

Date of birth.Age on day. 

Club (if any).Sex (M/F).. 

Telephone No. 

Email Address. 


I declare that I am medically fit to run and understand that 
I take part entirely at my own risk. I declare that I am an 
amateur as defined by the UKA. I agree to abide by the 
current laws and rules of competition of the UKA. I will 
be 15 or over on the day of the event. 

Signed.Fee paid. 

Date. 


Send cheque, payable to Action Heart, with entry form 
and SAE for race numberto: Action Heart, 5 Baird House, 
Dudley Innovation Centre, Pensnett Estate, Kingswinford, 
DY67YA 

Fee: £10 (registered running club members); £12 (non 
club members). 


NO ENTRY ON DAY OF RACE 


THE big freeze looks set to leave the 
Black Country derby postponed until 
the new year. 

Wolves and Albion were left kicking 
their heels after Sunday’s clash at The 
Hawthorns - the first in the top flight for 
over 26 years — was called off on Saturday 
afternoon. 

The game fell victim to the icy conditions on 
safety grounds because the Baggies could not 
guarantee spectator safety in the areas around 
the stadium after up to 20cm of snow fell in a 
matter of hours. 

And with temperatures forecast to remain 
below freezing for the rest of the week and more 
snow set to fall, the clubs cannot re-arrange the 
match before Christmas. 

The game was one of seven Premier League 
fixtures to be postponed due to the weather or 
safety reasons over the weekend, with only two 
games - at Blackburn and Sunderland - going 
ahead in the top flight. 

Statement 

With the whole region in the grip of the cold 
snap and Wolves and Albion having a con¬ 
gested fixture list over the festive season, the 
clubs are in no rush to re-schedule the game. 

The first date it could be re-arranged for is 
the week commencing January 10, after the FA 
Cup third round ties. The following week has 
been set aside for Cup replays, should they be 
needed. 

Albion released a statement on their website 
saying: “The club did everything in their power 
to get the game on but had to admit defeat on 
safety grounds. More than 20cm of snow fell 
between the early hours of Saturday morning 
and Saturday afternoon. 

“All tickets for this match will be valid for the 
re-arranged fixture.” 

The postponement will give Wolves, who 
trained as normal on at Compton on Saturday, 
extra time to get some of their injured players 
back before they face Wigan at Molineux on 
Boxing Day. 

Kevin Doyle (torn thigh), Michael Manci- 
enne (knee) and Steven Mouyokolo (back) 
would have all missed the derby. 

Weather permitting, Mancienne was due to 
see a specialist this week. 


WOLVES WOMEN 



Members of the 3rd Wolverhampton ten pin bowling team, from left, Bradley 
Parsons, aged 15, his brother Ashley Parsons, 18, and Daniel Ball, 16 

Team grabs runner-up 
title on first attempt 


WOLVES Women’s scheduled FA Cup tie at 
home to Solihull on Sunday was been post¬ 
poned due to the snow. The First Round tie has 
been re-scheduled - weather permitting - for 
Sunday, January 2. 

LEISURE«LEAGUES 


A TALENTED team of tenpin 
bowlers came runners-up in a national 
competition at their first attempt. 

The trio of players from Wolver¬ 
hampton cleaned up at the Boys 
Brigade National Tenpin Bowling 
contest in Dunstable, Bedfordshire, 
just pipped at the post by another local 
team. 

Elaine Parsons, an officer of the 3rd 
Wolverhampton Boys Brigade, said 
everyone at the club was shocked and 
delighted by their achievement. 

“It was a really great day. Everyone 
rallied round with support and we 
were only beaten by 17 pins and that 


HARDLY Athletic are looking up in the 
Wolverhampton six-a-side Monday 
league as Jamie Woodhall pulled the 
strings in a battling 4-2 defeat of Sparkys 
RUsFC. 

Mark Starbuck was influential for The 
Legends in the Tuesday six-a-side league 
as he fired home four of his side’s eight as 
Swan Village Crew were unable to reply. 
Wycombe Wanderers were also big 
winners, a James Whitehouse hat-trick 
inspiring a 9-3 defeat of Only Here For 
The Beer. 

Vention Wolves turned up the heat in 
the Walsall six-a-side Monday Premier 
Division with a thumping 7-0 victory over 
Coppice, whilst Bloxwich Youth eased out 
French & Dean Saunders, 4-0 the final 
outcome. 


Scalers FC are starting to find some 
form in Division One as Andy Grocott 
pulled the strings in a 4-1 triumph over 
Surreal Madrid, whilst Bayer Neverlusen 
hammered Miami Dolphins in the final 
tier, Joe Davies grabbing five of his sides 
seven with the latter unable to reply. 

Tipton Spurs showed great battling 
qualities to maintain their healthy lead at 
the top of the Brierley Hill six-a-side First 
Division, edging out Pink Gunners 3-2, 
Rob Peel FC are doing their best to keep 
in touch after seeing off Pensnett Rejects 
2-0 

• Anyone who wants to join the 6-a- 
side football leagues in Brierley Hill, 
Walsall or Wolverhampton can ring 0845 
230 2340 or visit www.leisureleagues.net 


was in the last game,” said Mrs 
Parsons, who had two sons in the 
team. 

It was suggested the club entered 
the nationals after winning a district 
event, involving teams from Cheslyn 
Hay, Telford, Ketley, Penn and West 
Bromwich. 

“To come second out of 43 teams was 
a big surprise,” she added. 

The team, which won a shield, was 
beaten by the West Bromwich brigade, 
runners-up for the last three years. 

Mrs Parsons, of Dickenson Avenue, 
Bushbury, won the ladies’ competition. 

Football team 
in sponsor plea 

A FOOTBAL1 team in South Stafford¬ 
shire is looking for new sponsors. 

AFC Wombourne, which plays its foot¬ 
ball in West Midlands League division 
one, currently has three main sponsors in 
Wombourne Tandoori, village health 
centre The Muscle Department Gym and 
Fitness and Wombourne Taxis. 

Anyone who wishes to get involved or 
find out more should call the football club 
on 07973 691444. 


The Wolverhampton Chronicle, A Midland 
News Association Ltd., publication, 
printed by the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, December 30, 2010 
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COUSINS WINTER SALE 
STARTS BOXING DAY 10am 
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